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THE following Speeches were revised^ 
and' were left by Mr. Grattan, and it was 
Eis wish that they should be published* 
They are accordingly published, and as he 
left them. 

The proceedings in the English and in 
the Irish Houses of Parliament, on the ques- 
tion to which they relate, are added, and 
are placed in the Appendix. 

These Speeches may bp interesting in 
England : they ought to be so in Ireland ; 
for they may be said to contain a history of 
that political revolution which they mainly 
contributed to accomplish, and which pro- 
duced a moral revolution in the country, in 
many respects similar to that of 1688. It 
formed the principal event of his life, the 
most creditable to his fame, the m(^%f 4 im- 
portant to Ireland. Of her previous condi- 



ir PREFACE* 

tion, it is unnecessary «to speak ; of that which 
followed, I must be permitted to say, that his 
exertions, and her spirit at that time, secured 
to her the invaluable benefit of an inde- 
pendent resident legislature; that her 
Gentry acquired influence and power, her 
Nobility consequence and privileges; that 
their attention and their interests were con« 
fined to their country, and were ^lore ex- 
clusively Irish ; and there existed throughout 
Ireland much public feeling and great zeal 
on public questions, — the effect of that 
liberty and of that independence, which it 
was the fortune of her Parliament to obtairu 
at one period by the Declaration of hei:. 
Rights, and to surrender at another by the 
measure of the Union, 



JAMES GRATTAN. 



London^ 
Majf 24th. 



SPEECHES, &c. 



[The Speech whicih introduced the Declaration of Right-*-* 
Spoken the 19th of Apnl, 1780.] 



JL HAVE intreated an attendance on this day, that 
ypu might, in the most public manner, deny the 
claim of the British Parliament to make law for 
Ireland, and with one voice lift up your hands 
against it. 

' If I had lived when the 9th of William toot 
away the woollen manufacture, or when the 6th of 
George the First took away your Constitution, I 
should have made a covenant with my own con- 
science, to seize the first reasonable moment of 
rescuing my country from the ignominy of such 
acts of power ; or if I had had a son, I should haye 
administered to him an oath, that he would con- 
sider himself as a person separate and set apart for 
the discharge of so important a duty. 

Upon the same principle am I now come, to move 
a Dedaiation of Right, the first momeat, occurring 



in my time, in which such a declaration could be 
made with any chance of success, and without an 
aggravation of oppression. 

Sir, it must appear to every person, that, notwith- 
standing the import of sugar, and export of wool- 
lens, the people of this country are not satisfied ; 
something remains — the greater work is behind — ^the 
^public heart is not well at ease. To promulgate our 
satisfactioq, to stop the throats of millions with the 
Votes of Parliament, to preach homilies to the 
volunteers, to utter invectives against the people 
under pretence of affectionate advice, is an attempt, 
. weak, suspicious and inflammatory. 

You cannot dictate to those whose sense you are 
instructed to represent. 

Your ancestors who sat within these walls, lost to 
Ireland trade and liberty ; you, by the assistance of 
- the people, have recovered trade. Yoii owe the king- 
. dom^ a constitution ; she calls upon you to re- 
store it. 

The ground of public discontent seems to be, 
•• We have gotten commerce, but not freedom.^^ 

The same power which took away the export of 
woollen, the export of glass, may take them away 
again. The repeal is partial ; and the ground of 
repeal, is a principle of expediency. 

Sir, expedient is a word of appropriated and 
tyrannical import-*-^xpedient is a word selected to 
express the reservation of authority^ while ttie cxer- 



eise i$ miti^ted — expedient is the ill-omenedextHres*^ 
sion of the repeal of the American Stamp Act. , . 

Engl^md tboi^ht it expedient to repeal tbat law : 
happy hsid it been for mankind, if» when she with- 
drew the exercise, she had not reserved the right : 
to that reservation she owes the loss . of her Ame^ 
rican empire, at the expense of million^; and Ame* 
rica the seeking of liberty through a scene of blood<r 
shed. The repeal of the Woollen Act, similarly cir^ 
cumstaneed, pointed against the principle of onv 
liberty, may be a subject for illumination to a po-i 
pulace, or a pretence for apostacy to a courtier^ but 
cannot be a subject of settled satisfaction to a &ep 
born, an intelligent, and ah injured c6minunity. 

It is, therefore, they consider the free trade' as a 
trade de facto, not dejure — a licence to trade under 
the Parliament of England, not a free trade under 
the charter of Ireland — ^a tribute to her strength, 
to maintain which, she must continue in h' state of 
armed preparation, dreading the approach of a 
general peace, and attributing all she holds dear, to 
the calamitous conditioii^of the British interest in 
every quarter of the globe. This dissatisfaction, 
founded upon a , consideration of the liberty we 
have lost, is increased, when they consider the 
opportunity tiiey are losing; for if this nation, after 
the death-wound given to her freedom, had fallen 
on her knees in anguish, arid besought the Almighty 
to fraihe an occasion in which a weak and injured 



peojde might recover their rights, prayer could not 
have asked, nor God have formed, a moment more 
opportune for the restoratioh of liberty, than this 
iii which I have the honour to address you. 
. England now smarts under the lesson of the 
American war. The doctrine of imperial legislature 
she feels to be pernicious — ^the revenues and mono* 
polies annexed to it, she found to be untenable. Her 
enemies are a host pouring upon her from all 
quarters of the earth-^her armies are dispersed — the 
sea is not her's-^she has no minister, no ally, no 
admiral, none in whom she long confide^, and no 
general whom she has not disgraced. The balance of 
her fate is in the hands of Ireland. You are not only 
her last connexion^— you are the only nation in Eu- 
rope,' that is not her enemy ; besides, there does, of 
late, a certain damp and supineness overcast her 
arms and councils, miraculous as that vigor which 
has lately inspirited yours. With you every thing is 
the reverse. Never was there a parliament in Ireland 
so possessed of the confidence of the people. You 
are now the greatest political assembly in the 
,World — ^you are at the head of an immense army ; 
nor do we only possess an unconquerable force, but 
a certain unquenchable fire, which has touched all 
ranks of men like a visitation. Turn to the growth 
and spring of your country, and behold and 
admire it ! 

Where do you find a nation who, upon whatever 



concerns^ the rights of mankind, expressei^ h^i^elf 
with more truth or force, perspicuity or justice — ^not 
the set phrases of the scholiast^ not the tame un^ 
reality of the courtier, not the vulgar raving of the 
rabble, but the genuine speech of liberty, and the 
unsophisticated oratory of a free nation. ^ See her 
military ardour expressed, not \h 40,000 men con- 
ducted by instinct as they were raised by inspira- 
tion, but manifested in the zeal and promptitude of 
every young member of the growing community. Let 
corruption tremble ! let the enemy, foreign or do- 
mestic, tremble! but let the friends of liberty rejoice 
at these means of safety, and this hour of redemp- 
tion, an enlightened sense of public right, a young 
appetite for freedom, a solid strength, and a rapid 
fire, which not only put a declaration of right within 
your power, but put it out of your power to decline 
one ! Eighteen counties are at your bar ; there they 
stand, with the compact of Henry, with the charter 
of John, and with all the passions of the people ! Our 
lives are at your service ; but our liberties, we re- 
ceived them from God : we will not resign them to 
man ! Speaking to you thus, if you repulse these 
petitioners, you abdicate the office of Parliament, 
you forfeit the rights of the kingdom, you repudiate 
the instruction of your constituent, you belie the 
sense of your country, you palsy the enthusiasm of 
the people, and you reject that good which not a 
Minister, no a Lord North, not a Lord Buqking- 



i)(tm.shire» not a Lcmt^ Hillsboroi^h, but a certain, 
proivideptial cofijupcture, or rather the hand of Go4^ 
tSi^ms.tPjextefid to you. 

. I r^d tor^ North^s; propositions, and I wish to 
be .sajtisfiqd ; but I am controlled by a paper (for I 
wH pot c^l it a law)i it is the 6th George Firsts 
[.The paper was rea<J], 

., I wiU aak the gentlemen of the long robe, is this 
^ law ? I a§^lc them whether it is not the practice? 
I ^ppe^l to the judges of the. land, whether they ai-e 
not ip a course of declaring, that the Parliament of 
£nglaQ4 pamiqg Ireland, binds h^r ? I appeal to th^ 
magistrates pf Ireland, . whether they do pot, from 
lime to time, execute certain acts pf the British Par? 
Jiament ? I^ appeal to the officers of the army, whe^ 
ther they do npt confine and execute their fellow- 
i^ubjects.by virtue of the Mutiny Act of England ? 
AnfJ I appeal to this House whether a country so 
<;i^c^mst^nced, is free? Where is the freedom of 
trade ? where |S the security of property ? where th§ 
liberty of the people ? I here, in this DeclajTatory Act, 
s^. n^y ,couij|:ry proclaimed a slave! I see every 
man in this House enrolled a bondman ! I see the 
judges of the redm J the oracles of the law, borne 
down by m unauthorized power ! I see the magis- 
trates prostrate; and I see Parliament witness to 
these infringemienti^, .ai])d siknt! I tlierefore say, with 
the yoice pf 3/)00,000 of people, that notwithstand- 
ing the import of sugar, and export of woollen and 



kerseys, beetle-wood and prunellas, nothing is safe^ 
satisfactory, or honourable ; nothing, except a Decla^ 
ration of Right! Whati are you, with 3,000,000 of 
men at your back, with chart^^ in one hand and 
arms in the other, afraid to say, we are a free! peo- 
ple ? Are yew, the greatest House of Commons that 
ever &at in Ireland, that want but this one act to 
equal that English Houi^e of Conunons that passed 
the Petition of Right, Or that other, that passed the 
Declaration — are you, are you afraid to tejl the 
British Parliament you are a free people? Are ik4 
cities and the instructing counties. Who have 
breathed a spirit that would have done honbUr to 
old Rome, when Rome did honour to m&nkind*-«« 
are they to be free by connivance ? Ai?e the milrtary 
associations — ^those bodies whose origin, progr^, 
and deportment, haVe transcended, equalled at leasts 
any thing in modern or ancjent story, in the vast 
lino of Northern al-my — are they to be free hf edn^ 
niyalice? What min will settle among youf Who 
will leave a land of liberty and a settled gdvernioeait^ 
for a kingdom controlled by the parliament of ano^ 
ther country, whose liberty is a tiring by st^tb^ 
whosa trade a thing by permission, whose judges 
deny her chatteiB, Whose Parliament leav^ everjf 
thih^ at fandom, ivher6 the hope of freedom d^>end8 
on the chance, that the jury shall despisK^ tiie judge 
stating a British act, or a rabble stop the magistrafi^ 
in the execution of it, rescue your aftdic&ted privi* 
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leges by anarchy and confusion, and save the con-^ 
stitution by trampling oathe government ? 

But I shall be told that these are groundless jea^ 
lousies, and that the principal cities, and more than 
one. half of the counties of the kingdom, are mis-^ 
guided men, raising thoise groundless jealousies. 
Sir^ they may say so, and they may hope to dazzle 
with the illumination, and they may sicken with 
addresses; but the public imagination will never 
rest, nor ^ will her heart, be well at ease : never, so 
long as the Parliament of England claims or exer- 
cises legislation over this country— so long as this 
shall be the case that very free trade (otherwise a 
perpetual attachment), will be the cause of new dh^ 
content; it will create a pride and wealth, to makeyoa 
feel your indignities ; it will furnish you with a 
strength to bitci your chain : the liberty withheld, 
poisons the good communicated. The British minister 
mistakes the Irish character. Had he intended to 
make Ireland a slave, he should have kept her a 
beggar : there is no middle policy — ^win her heart 
by a restoration of her right, or cut off the nation^s 
right«hand — greatly emancipate, or fundamentally de- 
stroy ! We may talk plausibly to England ; but so 
long, as she exercises a power to bind this country, 
so long are the nations in a state of war — the claims 
of the one go against, the liberty of the other ; and 
the sentiments of the latter go to oppose those 
claims. to the last drop of herjblood. 



eft 

. Tbj» Eii^biOp^pQaition, tl^dor^ are right : metfi^ 
ts9^^^ witt fiot satisfy Irelsiiid. They judge of m by 
^tbei great »*ticms-4)y tfee ]S,];kg]«h natippy whort^ 
w)wteiK)fttiQal.Ulhbwbeens fttiniggle% 
jjw4gft of m with a ^rue tw>wle<ilg^ ^d just d^f^fn 
^nm far 0i» cbawjt^,-^th4$ ^ qou^tiy ,Qnlighteu€^ j^t 
Jpda«wii fitted ^ Iwil*nd».^Bd iojiffed as Iri?}^4f 
WUI be 9ftti^iied with nplfciipg leiJ^ than lib^ty. I 
^idmire that p|grf>li<>spmtei(i.il^ who spi^^ 

i5anstero*tJ<5^n aft tb€i Custom Hpui»e; a»d, despiaiiiig: 
tbe ^SLvatple wbicbgreat mm affordeid, tendeied for. 
Wtty probibitedi mfinitfactwres, $iid sought, at bisr 
private risk, the lib^Hy pf his Qo^try ;— with hm^ 
I ^m cooriftQed* H is necessary to agitate the ques* 
tio^ of right* In vain wiU jpu endeavour to k^p it 
baqk; the pc^ioh ii^ top nfi^tur^l, the sentimept too 
iir^si^tiMe* tbe queatiou cofm^ pn pf its own yliB^i 
ity, Ypu iftftst reipstate the laws- 

Tb^rfe is iM> objection tp this resolutioi>, qxq^ 
fms, J haveeRamined yow fca?«; I pronounce them 
to be frivplput. If England ia atyi»©t, 'tia ypu 
bate m^e \m so :. it if the stove Ijbat roak^ tfa^ 
tyfant, ai^d tb^n murmurs at tbe master whom b^ 
lv(nae}f has eoostitutedi' I do allow,, op. the subject 
o|^fCP0MiQn%) England WW jwlPUS in. the extifeme t 
a^4 Wp say> it was €iPwn»w^»aV jealousy : it waa.tbf 
mj^k ^ mMOfmly* Tba woc^len trade, and. tb^aql: 

* AW^rmw* Haranr 
c 
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of NavigatW, had made h<^ tenacious of a cotapve^ 
hensive legislative authority; and having now ceded 
that mortbpoly, there is nothing in the way of our 
liberty, except our own corruption and pusilla-^ 
nimity. NX)thiug can jwevent your being free^ except 
yourselves : it i» not in the disposition of England, 
it is not in the interest of England^ it is not in her 
force. What! can 8,000,000 of Englishmen, opposed 
to 20,000,000 of French, 7,000,000 of Spanish, to 
8,000,000 of Americans, reject the alliance of 
3^000,000 in Ireland? Gati 8,000,6obof British me?, 
thus out*nunibered by foes, take upon their shoulders^ 
the expense of ah expedition to enslav^e Iceland? 
Will Great Britain, a wise and magnanimous coun- 
try, thus tutored by experience and Wasted by war, 
the French navy riding her channel, send an army 
to Ireland to levy no tax, to enforce no law, to an- 
swer no end whatever, except to spoli-ate the char- 
ters of Ireland, and i^force a barren^ oppression ? 

What! hsB England lost 1*3 provinces? has sh€^ 
reconciled hersdf to this los», and will she not be 
reconciled to the liberty of Ireland ? Take notice, that 
the very constitution which I nw>ve you ta declare. 
Great Britain herself offered to America : it is a 
very instructive proceeding in the British history. 
In 1778, a commission went outivithpow^rs^^ to cede 
to the IS provinces of America totsdly iandradiotliy 
the legislative authority claimed over her by the 
British Parliament; and the commissioners, pursuant 



to their powers^ did offer to all, or ai^y of the Am^* 
riccoi, 9tates» the tqtal surrender of the legislative 
smthority of the British Parliament. I will read you 
<heir letter to thejCongress. [Here the letter was read, 
sunenderiqg the power as aforesaid.] What ! has 
England offend, this to the resistance of America, 
and will she refuse this to the loyalty of Ireland ? 
But, though you do not hazard disturbance by 
agreeing to this resolution, you do most exceedingly 
hazard tranquiUity by rejecting it. Do not imagine 
that the question will be over when this motion 
shal] be negatived— no ; it will recur in a vast variety 
of shapes, and diversity of places. Your constituents! 
have instructed you, in great numbej:s, with a 
powerful uniformity of sentiment, and in a style not 
the less awfuU because full of respect. They will find 
lesources in their own virtue, if they have, found 
none in yours. Public pride, and conscious liberty^ 
wounded by repulse, will find ways and means of 
vindication. You are in that situation in which every 
ipan, every hour of the day, may shake the pillars of 
the state. Every court may swarm with questions of 
right, every quay and wharf with prohibited goods. 
What shall the judges, what the commisjsioners, do 
upon such occasion ? Shall they comply with the 
laws of Irelimd against the claims of England, and 
stand fism where you haviB trembled ? Shall they, on 
the other hand, not comply ; and shall they persist to 
act against the law? Will you punish them, will you 
proceed against them, for not showing a spirit supe- 
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rutt to your^Jitnf Oft the other hind, wHl yo« noe 
fuoish them ? WiB you tea^e your liberti«* to he 
tramj^d on by those men ? WAX you bring- t^m and 
yoaiselves, all «mstit«ted orders, executive povrary 
jttdidd poiveti pwhatdentftry aathwity, into astattt 
ef odium, iiftpotence, and contempt, transfetriugidui 
task of defending public right into the haods of the; 
^ulace, aftd leaving it to the judges to break, the 
i^ws, and to th6 people to assert them? Such would 
b6 the consequence of fdse moderation, of iiritetingv 
timidity, of inflammatory palliations, of the Jiv^afc 
and corrupt hope of compromising wiA the courts 
before you havfe emaiicipaited the country; : 

I have ansvrered the only semblaiice of i» solid 
reason against the motion. I will now try to re^ 
more some lesser pretences, some minor impedi-^ 
meiits ; for instance ; 1st, tiiat we have tk resolution, 
of the same kind already in our Journals. But how. 
often was the Great Charter confirmed ? not mow 
ftequently than your ri^ts have been vi<:Jated. fo 
one solitary resolirtion, declwatory of your rights^ 
sufficient for a country, whose history , fi©m the b^ 
ginning unto the end, has been a course of violatioB?. 

The fact is, every new breach is a reason fiw a 
ftew repair; every new infringement should be » 
sew declamtion, lest chatt«« ahonld be wfsh* 
whelmed by precedents, and a nation's rights lest in 
oblivion,, and the people. themseh«8 lose Ibetue- 
mory of their own freedom. 

I shall hear of ingratitude, and name |h« aigu- 
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mef^t to despise it. I kno^ die men who tiie it arl 
net grateful; ttiey ace insatiate, they ai^ pUblic iex; 
ixktkiliels, who \«rould stop the tide of puUic pro»- 
perity, and turn it to the chaniicA of theif own 
4¥retehed ^aiH^lfimeht; I know of no Species Of gr^ 
tififfde which should prevent my country from being 
free ; no gratitude which should oblige Ireland to 
i^ the- slave of Englarid. In cases Of robbery or 
wurpation, nothing is an object Of graid[tud|^, except 
4;he thii^ stolen, the chapter spoliated^ A 9lation'$ 
Jiberty cannot^ like her money^ hf^ nated and paiv 
€dled out in gratitude* Nt> man can' be grateful or 
liberal of his conscience, nor wonmn of her honour^ 
nor nation of faef liberty; Th^e are certiun inim*- 
fwrtable, inherent, invaluaU^ properties, not to b^ 
alienated from the pa^son^ whether body pohtic or 
Jxxly natural. With the same contempt do I treat 
ibaK charge, which says, that Ireland is insatiable ; 
seeing, that Ireland asks nothii^ but that which 
Gi?eat Britail> has robbed her of— her rights and 
privileges. To say, that Ireland is not to be satisfied 
with liberty, becadiSe she is not satined with, siavery^, 
is folly. \ . 
^ I iaugb at that fitian "who supposes, that Ireland 
will not be cCmtent with a free trade, and a free 
Qoostitution ; and- Would any jnan advise her to be 
content with less? 

I sfatall be toM, tbirtr we hazard the modification of 
the law of Pcttniogis, alid die Judges Bill, and the 
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Habeas Corpus. Bill, and the Nullum Tempus Bill ; 
but I ask, have you been for years begging for these 
little things, and have not you yet been able to ob- 
tain them ? and have you been contending against a 
little body of eighty men, in Privy Council assem- 
bled, convocating themselves into the image of a 
Parliament, and ministering your high oflSce ; and 
have ^ you been contending against one man, 
a humble individual, to you a Leviathan, the 
£nglish A'ttorney Generai, exercising Irish legisla* 
tion in his own person, and making your parlia- 
mentary deliberations a' blank, by altering your 
bills, or suppressing them ; have you not been 
able to quell this httie monster ? Do you wish to 
know the reason ? X will tell you,— because you have 
not been a parliament, nor your country a people. 
Do you wish to know the remedy? — ^be a parlia- 
ment, become a nation, and those things will follow 
in the train of your consequence. 

I shall be told that tithes are shaken, being 
vested by force of Enghsh acts ; but in answer to 
that, I observe, time may be a title, but an English 
Act of Parliament certainly cannot : it is an autho- 
rity which, if a judge would charge, no jury would 
find, and which all the Electors of Ireland have 
already disclaimed,-rdisclaimed unequivocally, cor- 
dially, and universally. 

Sir, this is good aigument for an act of title, but 
no argument against a declaration of right. . Bfy 
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fHend who site dK>ve me, has a bill of cbfifiraiatioir'# 
We do not come unpre^red to parliameDt. I am not 
come to shake property, but to confirm property^ 
and to restore freedom. The nation begins to form-^ 
we are moulding into a people, — ^fieedom asserted — 
property secured — and the army, a mercenary band; 
likely to be dependent on your Parliament, re^ 
strained by law. - Never was such a revolution ac'^ 
complished in so short a time, and with such pub: 
lie tranquilUty. In what situation would thosKs 
men who call themselves friends of Constitution 
land of Government have left your They would 
have left you without a title (as they stole it) to 
your estates, without an assation of your constitu- 
tion. Or a law for your army ; and this state of 
private and public insecurity, this anarchy raging 
in the kingdom for eighteen Inonths, these mock-mo* 
derators would have had the presumption to call 
peace. 

The King has no other title to his Crown than 
that which you have to your Liberty ; both are 
founded, the throne and your freedom, upon the 
right vested in the subject, to resist by arms, not-* 
withstanding their oaths of alliance, any authority 
attempting to impose acts of power as laws: 
whether that authority be one man or a host, the 
second James or the British Parliament, eveiy^ 
aigviment for the House of Hanover is equally air 
urgument for the liberties of Irdand. The Act tof 
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S^tUem«iit w ftn »ct of r^l^elliojv or the 6th Gg^xhi^ 
JFisst ail .iKct <rf Mwrpfttion. I do not r^fi^r tP 
doubtful bi9i0ry W% tp Jfiviog reqwd* to canaBW^n 
Cbartef8i^ to the injeipprefitiop £«gteu4 has pvt ob 
those Chiwteni, m iot^i^c^tipQ mad^npt by wordt 
ctoly* hot crowwd t^ ^n»si; to th? R^yftlwtiw 
8h^ Jam formod upoa tfa^m^ to th^ King ^ 
hw .e$teWiBb^d, aod ^ov^ »j[l» Jo tb^ oath frf^ 
{dlfgiftiM:)^ aOknwJy p)igbt€KJi to the Uouae of 
Stiwrt ;iU)d aflterwf^d^ »^ asi^ie jo thi^ iiwfrnct 
of ^ gf3wr« and wwftl p^gpli^ .^^solved by .virtw 
pf tbpsQ t^ry ChartwPi a»d «« wy thiqg te«» 
than liberty > wndeq»ftt|e t<> Ir«Jw>d| 30 i$ it dm^ 
g?roi«» to Qit^t Biiltm^* W(^. W« tW wear the Sriti^b 
Wti^n*^we sire too qwvprsant with her history-^- 
we WP too »\jch: %ed by her. e35»»ple, to be any 
thwg'te«si th^ eqwalp ; piny tbiflg )699> we should b? 
h^T) bitterest wewiesv 4^ ei^nay ip that power 
ivhich smote us with her mace, and to that cowti** 
tml;i9n. ^091. whoa^ btewiogs wq wore e»qiuded-^to 
h«gl!<W#d:a«j wfihavebeem by thq Ekiti«h »atioij^ 
bpyi^ ][^y h^ Pariia^^^, plundered by her Crowi^ 
tlii*^tQ&494 by hw ^jiQUiies, aqd iwuUed with, h^r 
piot^ctioi^ whil^ WB retjLirQ^ th^^k^ for b^ cond^ 
SQ(QWiioi^ is a ^y»te«iiOf ixieaiH)e$» and mis^y whi^h 
km fild^pred 19 PW d^terifiiiitiiiioii, a^d in har P)^ 
nanimity ;, that thi^re ane pfecedCTfej against ws { allow 
•nraqtftof powfef I wm\d wU them, not praqed^^ i 
fDid I aa^er the fiiigUsh pleading sipch psecedwta> 
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.as. they answered their kingi^ when they urged:^pM|- 
ctodent^ against the liberty of England— ^iich thtti|B 
:rai<e the tyranny of one side, and the weakn^ of 
the other, and liie law of neither : we will notxbe 
Hbound by them ; or rather^ in the words of the Decia* 
raHon of Rights no doing; judgment, or proceeding 
to the contrary, .shall ;be brought into precedent br 
example* Do not, then/ tolerate a power, the power 
of the British Parliament, over this land, whidi^has 
^no foundation in necessity, or utility, or empi^ei or 
the laws of England, or the laws of Irelatid, or tfafe 
laws of nature; or the laws of God . Do not' suffer 
that po#er which banished your matou&ctup^^, dis- 
honoured your peerage, and stopped the growth of 
your people ; do 'not,' I say, be bribed by'an eipdrt 
of woollen, or an import of sugar, and suflfer thit 
power^ which has thus withered the land, to ha^ 
existence in^^your pusillanimity. Do iiot-^s6rid the 
people to their own resolves for liberty, passing by 
the tribunals of justice, and the high court of Par- 
liament ; neither imagine, that by any formatibn of 
apology, you can palliate such a commission to 
^ur hearts, ' still less to your children, who-wHl 
.sting you in your^ grave for interposing between 
them and iheir 'Maker, and- robbing them of 
: an immense occasion, and losing an opportii- 
iiity which* you did not create, and can never 

.^restore.' . >-• . . ' 

Hereafter, wben^these things shall be* histoiy. 
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•your ^^; of dinddam/ your suddasa i»iirrecii«»» 
r^^QOEyaiercial redress, and miraedidus afgstiii«M>; 
sl^ the historito stop at lihertyy andobfiferve, tibat 
vhese .the principal men amon^ us were faund want* 
]dg» were awedby a weak:mini8tiy, bribed by ah 
^pty tieasuiy. ; and when liberty was within 
their ^graspt «^nd her Teniple Opened its foldii^ 
diXHs, fell down, «uh1 w^re prortitiited at die 
threshold? 

J oiiight, as/ajconstituent, come to your bar. and 

denoiand my lijberty. I 49 cidl upjwi you by tlie 

laws of the land, apd their violintipn ; by the instruii- 

tions of 18 ooMK>ties ; by th^ arind, inspiration, ami 

providenceof the present mpment— Tell us the rviie 

by which we^shall go, assert the law of Ireland, de« 

cleure the liberty of the land. I will, not foe au* 

swered by a publiQ lie in the shupii of an hmea^^ 

ment; norispqakip^fof the subject's freedom, anal 

to hear of faction. I wish for nothing but to breatlie 

in this pi^ island) in common with my fellow- syb-* 

jectS) the air of liberty. I have qq atnbition, unteis 

it be, to break yqur chain, and conteniplate your 

glory. I.neT6t:wilI be satisfied, so long as the 

meanest cottager in Ireland has alinkof the British 

chain clanjking to h}s rags : he may be naked, be 

shall not be in irons ; . apd I do see the time^ttk hand; 

the spirit is; gone forth ; the Declaration of Rig^os 

planted ; and though great men should fall joff, yist 

the cause sha}i live ; and Ifcov^ .lie sitho. ititers 
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Ibis should die, yet the immortal fire shall outlast 
the humble organ who conveys it ; and the breath of 
lilierty, like the word of the holy man, will not die 
with the prophet, but survive him. 

[He then moved the Declaration of Right. 
See the Address of the 16th of April, in 
page 49.] 
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[Spoken on the 19th of February, 1782.] 

' ' BfiPORC Ireland goes into her title, let us hear the 
^Itle of England ; for the question is not; whether 
Ireland has a right to bfe free, but whether Great 
'Britain has a right to enslave her. When the 
latter country asks ivhat right have the Irish 
to make laws for themselves ? Ireland will not 
answer, but demands, what right has England 
to inake laMns for Ireland — from nature she 
has none-^nature has not given any one natioA 
a right over another. Has she it from covenant? let 
her show the covenant: In what roll do we find it ? 
in ivhat history is it recorded? There is no such 
tiling ; there is a covenant most certainly, but a 
covenant diametrically opposite; it is a compact 
Svith Henry 2nd securing to Henry the crown — ^to 
Irishs^ttlets'thelaws of England ; that is to sayi the 
liberties of England, in which is included a right 
not to be boiind without her own consent, and to 
hav^'her own legislative assemblies. These articles 
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exclude the English legislature ; and thus<the title 
of the King precludes the Parliament : there is, then, 
no covenant — there is, then, no covenant regarding 
the English Parliament, except one, which is against 
her. Are we, then, to search for her right, in usage ? — 
but usage is a continuation of precedent from the 
beginning, exercised witliout opposition or counter- 
claim from a people able to oppose, whose laws on 
thesul^tajre silent. Wher^r^s wqh u§ag^?. England 
puts forth two great instances, which she denomi* 
jnates laws-— the Statuturo IJibermaa is one ; the Or- 
4iiiatiop, 17th JEdw. 1st, the' other- . There aive 09 9WJ^ 
Jaws, The^ instrument are orders of the. King, 
touching^ things tq be <^one in Ireland in. consf- 
,^uence of the adoption of English Jaws, by her 
covenant with Henry 3nd. They are evidence ^<rf 
the conrpact,; ai>d tlje f erqrse of evidence of conquest 
The Sututum Hiberni?e W2js aa follows 2 The j^(%^ 
4rf Ire^and^.cqxff^eiving a doubt regarding inheritance^ 
devolved on sister9, viz. whether the youpjgejr i^hou^d 
hold wider the elder, p^ndj^ohprn^e to, b^r;;^ or hold 
under the Lord, and do homage to him; the chief- 
juiSJtice dispatched four knights to the King of Eng^* 
tend, to bring a certificate iyom thence of the practice 
there use<^ ; whereon the liing ^ent his rescript, ^;q 
inform the chief-justice what the tew w>d custpni 
was in Engtend. The rescript concludes, that th* 
i^id custom that be ^sedm thiscase> be proclaim^ 
Ihrp^hout ((ur dominion of Ixd^Xidf Te^tem^^^ 
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This rescript is what they call 'a statute^ The other 
instance is equally inapplicable. The ordination 
pro Statu HibemitB was never received as law/ 
The first article of the ordination prohibits the jus-* 
tices, or other of the King's servants, to purchase' 
land in Ireland ; but that has been ever otherwise ; 
besides, it is no act of parliament, but an ordinance 
of the King's and Privy Council, which is evident- 
from the preamble, and from this fact, that Edward 
held no Parliament in England in the year in which 
that ordinance was made. Thus tlie two great 'prece- 
dents fail, and the case stumbles at the outset. 

With diminished authority, England then i^esorts 
to certain of her. laws, which, in the generality of 
&eir expression, serves Ireland: the former instances 
were not laws, and these laws are not precedents-^ 
they are principally the acts of appieal : 

Hen. 8, Act of First i;ruits. 

Hen. 8, Act of Faculties. 

Hen. 8, Act of Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction. 

But these acts were never put in force in Ireland, 
nor was any attempt made for that purpose ; on the 
contrary, because they were not in force in Ireland, 
and because their power did not extend to that 
country, it was necessary, that the Parlianient of 
Ireland should pass acts to the same, purpose, and 
such acts were passed accordingly,' and form a pre* • 
cedent, not for the claim of England, but an aigu- 
ment and precedent against it ; for the general words; 



cf tbeae statutes had no operation in Ireland, for 
ao other I reason, thaii bcieapsei the English Partial 
UKsk bad- DO jQnBdictkm. The generaV terms of her 
aets.stobd controlled by the hmiii^ of her power ; and 
%e boa«^x^cutMm of the acts is a cotemporary evi* 
fencer lag^Kkrst^ her jiiFisdiction ; sa was the point 
dedded^^ The case decided was a^ follows : The first; 
of £Iks. gaire a power to erect a. court of high 
doifiiiiissiOa ; the general words of t^ act extended 
tA lislandr hot lio Qoimt of high commission wa^ 
efecteji there* Thto followed the Irish Act of the 
2nd of Eliz.^ wfai^ gdv^ the Queen the same power 
iii Ireland ; and a court of high coixnbission was 
^re(s1«cl *G<*opclinglyv Then follows the Bill of Right; 
which put down all such courts. Tiie Bill of Right 
is-dedatatory, and its terms universah A penson was 
deprived of his brshofyric in Ireland^ byyhtue of 
a court of high commission, sittiang- irfter the Bill 
of Right had passed ; and the question- was, whe- 
ther such English bill ^^^d on Irislaik^d^. or repealed' 
tHe Irish Act* -The jjudges and chtoceHor of Ire- 
land determine that it did not.. Thi*: it appcarsy 
t&at an English stMutOy however general in its' 
ttenris, does not act <m Ireland, Bnd; for no other 
reason but because lh<b English Parhament is not 
her legislaitufre. She iifext produces ai order of acts 
which p^sed in tb^ j^dgn of King fldward, which 
did bind irelaiytl;! but th^e are not acts of the' 
Ifi^glish Pdarlijtndiimt, but o^^^ EngHsh^ and Irish^ 
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{fParliamieDt ; that is to say, with membei^ ^ekit tto 
England, to repssesent Irdand, sitting inconjuncjtioni : 
: there ^ce writs < extant to that purpose. Now j ; pots 
that fmssed xk>njoint]y, do not <prove that die £iig« 
ji^h Parhament has a right to pass acts for Iitekiid 
separately: they pro^e the contrary ; tfaeypcovae^ 
that where it was intended to bind Ireland, it was 
jnecessary to seoid for Irish refNresentatives ; and' here 
again, the instances she qijotes, ar« authorities 
ti^inst h^. 'Nkxi advances a description of Eng- 
lish acts, which, in the opinion of the lawyer, 
though not adopted by Ireland, do bind her, Thoy 
«re acts declaratory of the common law:of Englancl ; 
.which Irdand, by her compact with Henry 2nd, 
.adopted, and of whicb she TOceived the interpre. 
tation, from time to time, from England, not as 
iegislative provisions, but- as judiaial; pl6ci«iona<; 
,«id these interpretations <Atain, not by the. autfad^ 
rityof the English ParMa:pieiit» but of: ^6' Irish 
assembly ^t passed die compact. And by the 
12th of John, adopting diose laws, there ia ititKh 
duced another description of English statutes 
wherein [Ireland is especially uMned ; they ^feli^ 
.4th of Henvy 5th, relative to Irish servants.; the 
1st of Bensy 6th, relative to ecclesiaistidal bene- 
ficep; lath Henry 7th, sebtiire to Parkin War- 
lioek's oonfederatea; 8th Henry 7th, xegaijding 
.tithe; and the Snd of Henry 6th, on the Stents 
. Ai^* You iviiU obierv^^ that thiese aie tbe4»]l3r;^ 
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/cient precedents set forth ; that the. latter instancftt 
.are proceedtngs^against an exhausted country ». which 
p require to be supported by precedents, . and aremot 
-^athemsdves precedents : they ;are. not, as Vaughan 
labsuidly suggests, their own. precedents. Thase^.I 
say, are not precedents ; and the ancient precedents 
are tiot laws ; it does not appear, . that .they Wieie 
carried .into execution, and it does appear, that 
. they > were denied: there. are five, protests against 
their l^paiity : tliere;is the Irish Act of the 10th of 
Henry 4th, declaring, that no law should be of force 
ia Ireland, until it should be. confirmed by the ilrish 
Parliament : there, is the 29th of Henry 6th,ul6* 
elating .that no act ^should be .of force, in Ireland, 
unless i it was. confirmed by the Irish Parliaments 
YoAi.knbwthe early jrolk. of Ireland are.. lost, hut 
the .exemplification of these acts, were found in the 
treasury of Waterford, and cannot be.questioned^ 
iimd do exclude expcessly the Parliament qf England. 
There is. the Act;of Faculties in the reign of Hemy 
the 8th, which ijuns asifollow.s :— " This yourgrace^s 
realm, recognising no superior under God but your 
grace,. hath. b^n,.and yet is fi*ee fi'om.sul^ectioata 
any .maa^s .laws, hut such . as hay.e been devised and 
-ordained .within this reahn ; or to.suchother.4iSrb^ 
sufferance ,of your grace, andtyour progenitors, ^tfae 
people of this ;realm.have .tak^n at their, firee -liberly^ 
i)y their own cqnsent/'. There is.the Declaration of 
•iUght in Ireland, deckring .that, his* Majesl^r's. subK 



iaitft ik Inriand ate a ftee peopli^, iitd to te 90^ 
vetoed otAy aecovdii% t» the commoa law cS £iig«». 
kHi^ add statutes made and eataigiished hy paiti»» 
lamMr m this kiftgdom- of Ircteadv nd aecordhig 
to ths; lawful cQ0toiiiail9«d in tber ianie. Tlwdifil 
tktiaPrakatof <lie LordaoflnO^ 1721, with five 
Mtnamai^ of ooimter'^cfatiiii* 
^^ Ei^fand has not made out? her taam by presedentt 
and Irehtnd is Tiot put upoa hem. But we dcnnc 
stop ihcve : Thr^e of the iittkiimetfta we ha^e stated 
m^ aota of partiatmefit, th^ im not evideilce of tow 
Iwrtihe law^ the Payliimeat tibai dickies tlMs'Iaw^ 
msieaa it; and what is dia€ law? tiif. it ^k^Hum 
tiMt no Statute has Ibroe in Irelaiid until confirmed 
hy the Imh Parliament. What tnm becomea ef die 
Itoreeedents? Suppo^ng they were m pointy sttppcM* 
iiigtbs^fW^re^numei^^ y^tpvecedentaeannot-^^ieri 
ittt of paiiiaifiietit, kit ai^t of p^Kament ieptsiM 
tk«ai. Ihe^iaitaorfin^aiiiii^fbiMsetasJdd^hyl&a 
aiitkoyity of parKamen«^ The Irish aets' tfefsrPeA^ to^j 
iMaely, the Idlh of^ Henrjr^di, and &e 2dtfti' of 
Henry the dths were hefiir^ me^ of the preeedetf& 
^t#d> aadi <me of the Mt^ before any of 4x^ pr^ 
««pddtlts^ aiitf «her6fere'b«fiMtia#^ is pretehded^ 

ftf^trbtfdhare^ existed; bfesidfeSythecditimdn fetfof 
ftl^Iand^as infroducedm Ireland Ifief^h offiitK^ 
aPWIinV*b*#ifej beforeaiiy precedeni;'«ttt ParBtolc^^ 
i»*suri»^ fe^klatiV*^^^embiy;is apart of ft^^ 
itioit ikw, and two piifUiimenM are agaitist d^ MA^ 
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mon law ; but these precedents cannot set aside the. 
common law^ no more than it can repeal- the 8ta<» 
tute« The claim of England is, then, not a title esta* 
blished by usage, and. after, set aside by statutes; 
but an attempt ta overturn the common law! of. the 
land, as well as acts of^ parliament, and make viola^ 
tion legislation. I might stop here, and observe, that 
England has made out no title, and that, it is not 
necessary for Ireland to go into her case ; however* 
I dioose to go on, and to observe,^ that Ireland has 
not only the common law, not only the statute law, 
but she, has, against the claim of Englandr the cove^ 
nants of connexion^; she hasthe Compact^of Henry 
2nd with the. Irish Princes, giving to Henry: the 
Crown, and to .the Princes their governtoients,;. and 
to the Irish; settlers the English laws, — the Charter 
of John, and then Magna Charta, in which it is 
recited--'^ the city of Dublin shall, have, her ancient 
privileges, ,and all towns, and. cities, and:borough8 
their free custoims/' What liberties? what free cus* 
toms-? ^Was the power oi the legislature of ^another 
country to shut up their ports and stop their com<- 
merce,. one of their free customs ? The king shall not 
take aids but by the consent of the realm : then the 
British cannot tax you ; such is the S9th of tb^ 
charter, S5th and S7tb ^Edward Ist: No freeman 
shall be taken or disseised of his fr^eehold, or frei^ 
custom, or be outlawed, banished, or destoqyed; nor 
shall the Ring pass upon him, but bythe \fMfyt\ 



Judgment of bis peers, ortfae law of the land. See die 
ME^arter then-^the British Parliament cannot puni^ 
jrou, it cannot tax Ireland, it cannot punish Irelandc 
thenitcannot legislate for Ireland, The powers denied, 
form theiwhole of the legislature, and these laws 
form for the subject a condition incompatible with 
the daims of England. All men shall have their 
lifaserties as when they had them the best— Hsuch is 
the 87th of Edward the 1st. Was the power of an- 
other country to make law for us, bur best liberty ? 
Was conquest our best law ? And do not imagine 
that this act is inoperative, because general; or that 
a franchise needs be penned with the subtilty of a 
penal law. Indeed, the Attorney General of Charl^ 
the 1st thoi^ht isb ; and when he argued against th^ 
liberties of the. people of England at a;conferenqe 
;with the Lords on the Petition of Rights,: said,;th^ 
*lhe statutes of theGreatCharter,and other franchises, 
^are conceived in general to. be expounded, that is to 
say, to be done away by precedents ; but he lived 
to feel, in his own impeachment, the vanity of that 
largument, and found the laws of his country, which 
he imagined dead to her projection, were alive to 
his punishment. *I have mentioned certain laws 
^d charters, in support of the freedom of Ireland^:: 
ue they the whole ? no; there are more of them, 
stfmely, all the laws by which England claims her 
^^liberty : they were raacted in Ireland l)y the 10th of 
- Henry 7th . . All, those are communicated to Ireland ; 



iMil i b^ t0! wet forth . these rigfato aad pfmhigoi, 
tegett^er with tboae mentioiied brfore^ not vaAym 
«hafftenof foedomfbutUiikscrf'cfiim^s^^ Ir^brad 
has anolfaer title in support of her libarty» a Pa^* 
liament of her owa« Podiament k eKclusive legisla* 
tern ; it is so ejT u ien^suii ; such is the constcuctioii 
4^ EngUmd herself; the modus tenendi is io' botfi 
<{0MiiUie9 the same; but it is not nscessaiy to estab- 
lish AenuHkiSi in order to ascertsin the poorer. The 
competency of the Pu*liament of Ireland stands on 
the same base wiAin this realm ; so that of the 
English Paritaiiftent wi^in the realn^ of Great firi- 
tein ,\ like '&at of England, our legidature is com- 
posed of King, Lordsy and Commons; butethe woid 
King is ^xdusiye, the' word Lords^is ejcclusim, and 
the wofd Cotnmotts eKclusive. When you say you 
«e governed by ^a Idling, you mean one King;^ when 
you say you are governed by a Pftfliament, jrou mean 
one Parliament, ^yhen the judges said, that the lam 
of' England did notextefidto Ireland, because Ae 
had a Parliament of her own, they said, by necessary 
construction, that Uie En^ish legislature was not 
her Parliunent : it is true, if the English legislatun^ 
chose to name Ireland, and usurp legislative authe* 
lity, the judge cannot question the l^islature of Im 
own countiy; but such 9 proceeding does not be- 
come a maitt^ of right, because the judge cannnt 
velieve agai|Mt it. I have shown die claim.of £ng? 
land is not a case of piocedeat ; violation istnotie- 



SNatek^fue; pibottdeat otoikotaiiaila^o»t9naet^<tf 
pndiaiiiest; still le» mgsuhBt tfad iMdtiikioQ of fttii^i 
meat kseif 2: it is a pHrxvit emsaitudo^ jitA ft lawi and 
4^ «doii«e of jnecedtni is'a course df mlatioii; Could 
IN^scedbnt repeal the Oreat Ciiafter^ it wto ddr^ 
^amryioiailed; but such viohitioii did sot loaticel thi^ 
6re^ Charter^ but proved so tnadjr (ftuyStegesto wi 
affirm, and reinstalie, aad glorify Chat giMt idstru^ 
jBomb of public liberty. The rei^^of Heui^ the Btb 
ms a piecedeait agaiiurt the privilege 4rf* pariiament? 
Foicedloans had their preoedend3--9Hship4Qa6iiey had 
its precedents. ^Cfaades die Ist: imposdd a loan hy 
his lown authof ity ; £ye ;gettftlenien ceiifiad tb ^y it i 
diey iVere imprisoned; by a iiwvant Sabm th^ Coubn 
eil: tb^ ate brought n^ ob their Hiibeas^Corimsi 
diey produce six laws, besides tl|e Ghtf ter, iti dmf 
ikvour ; the judges rely on piecedeiit, and XBmand 
die prisdnei^. These judges despised t&e eld laws^ to 
which they and their pmdecessors w&ie swofh, and 
«tood on preeed^nts^ in whicb^ those ^^^edecessotij 
were peijured ; but those franchises survived tti^M 
pliant judg6i9, ftlid after^vwds sat in judgmeht upon 
ttfcfm, and left, in the punishment of those mw^ H 
precedent bett^ (ihali their fexkibple-^the triumph of 
the law oter the peijifry of die jtidjje*- Wteat hki 
lb«en-tbe conduct of tb^ people of ^tigkild <mt\m 
subject of ptec^dentf Yotf al-e aimed trtth terlaw* 
;-i^b€Minitttod%yher''eKampIe! Hi^'D*icl*rWioli^ 
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Right, alter recitiiig precedents agnnst the liberty: c^ 
tiie'Subje<!;t, says, allsudi doings and so;ft»rtiiv shall 
faeuttfrij void« . H^ Great Obarter hadaetiforth/that 
any jt^gment given to the contrary, shall ^be utterly 
Toid* . She ibrmed her Petition of Right upon her 
birth-^igbt-^your birth^rigfat against precedent. She 
formed her Declaration of Right on the same ground. 
She considered the right of Kings as defeasible, 
and the: birth-right of the subject as indefeasible ; 
wad she deposed a King, who had, under the autho- 
rity of precedent and adjudication, invaded the in- 
defeasible Tight of the subject, out of which right, 
she not only formed a revolution, but a dynasty 
that Imd and has no oth^ foundation than that 
which depends on the, abolishment of every arbitrary 
maxim win Church and State,-«*tbe venal judg- 
ment, the violent precedent, jmd the bare-foced im- 
pudence of the law of conquest. Has, then, the birth- 
right.. i>f the British subject — ^your birthn'jght— been 
against precedbnt, the precedent of the Plantagenets, 
the precedent crf.Ae.Tudors, the precedent of the 
S|;uarts; to form a Petition of Ri^t,; a Declaration 
of^R^t, a Revobj^tion, cancel the oath of allegiance, 
depose iJamesf, establish William, royalise the House 
t^ Haoqff^?, Has our common birth-right done all 
this for, England, and given security to her meanest 
si^bj^,' smd clothed her beggar with his, stuidiness ? 
«a4iias;it left ;Ireliand naked, subject to be abound 
UPt^Ottt-your^iconsent, taxed without your consent; 
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mtricted 4i<Nninerce, an independent ahDy, anfl^ft 
dependent parliament ? We have done with prece^ 
dent. Sbethen resorts to authority. To what autho- 
rity, to her. judges ? To do what ? To repeal act of 
parliament. by interpretation? What act. Magna 
Charta ? I respect the judges, but in this ' case, I 
object to tiieir authority ; first, because they are 
partial, being of the country whose power they are 
to discuss;: secondly, because : they am dependent, 
being punishable. by the parliament whose claims 
they are to arbitrate ; thirdly, because* they are in- 
competent, being by their office obliged to pro- 
nounce the law as padiament declares ;- fourthly, 
because they are inadmissible, being iathis case 
calledr upon to repeal act of .parliament v under 
colour of interpretation. The Great* Chi^ter, : the 
loth: Henry 4th, the 29th Henry; jGth, thei Act 
of Faculties, do not want an interpreter : these, day, 
no English statute shall be.of force in Ireland, till 
confirmied by the Irish.Parliament : nd^ Irish ^ sub^^ 
ject to.be bound by statutes, excc|>t ordained Aii^thiii 
the.realm ; to say they may^ is to repeal, not to in* 
terpret : such explanation ^is violation, not interprei^ 
tation, and the/judge.not an autboryy^ but aa 
offisnder ; besides, the judg^ are bad arbiters^ of 
public lib^y. There is no act of power for ^ich 
you have imH a precedent, nor any fidbe doctrine 
ibr ;WhiGh you have not an abjudication. LmA 
Bucon maint^in^ a dispensing >power--t<Loid Gp^ 
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fdaint2ifmA a di»{ie»sing power— Lord Cfaitf iiistiM 
•Fieoe^ngafffirmbd tfai$ power of tbe King to % 
pott duticsr^Judgar Blaoteloiie ixiaiiltaihed. tUc 
|)OMFer:of the Ho^se of Comthov^ to disqualify Vy 
the Vbte^ of its owa body. Wh«n thd Attonnej 
Gen^raliifedadihfcHwMpn against five ihetaiieift 
of parljam^ttt foi tiidr speecfaies in. dab House of 
^ Comaibiiflr^ the judges df the King's Bedch fined 
md CMffibed tbenl alL There js no aidjudiedlioli 
irfaiKib IJMrjbdges of England oah ihake agai^^ Iic^ 
iftl^di that' therjr bmi^e not iaade agamst their own 
QOnntiy. '■ Nfi^9 a» the pieof^le 6f Eiig&nd him di|^ 
r^gisod^ syck imdioniy wfaeii nvaged^ against dieir 
wifH iibertaes^ sp ^hiA we disrc^and the' saaofi ffiyu- 
tte^ty wh«a waged ag^kislioiirda We caqnot. aliiMr 
StoglaodftA^' |)lfiad«her Magna Chaitsi against the aiD- 
&<aity bf h^^judgesiy/aiidfo aii up the autiKurit}^ <tf 
h^r judges, tpaimt tfae .Magna Ofaacfe of belaid i 
ttor draaiaKe.ainsweir her JuHges widk!the'pimc^>tes 
c^'tlie (Biaiokdioii^ nw Ireknd with those of the Jaci> 
htte;^ rfcbiwMhiea: ;^«^mQnts^ tuw tte judges, hot pnsi: 
oedettait^i iai;4)f k(ws ;> siiU^IesB cadi tb^ repeal laws^^ 
sftitt :k»iBi ftsfidustei; ansd least; ol all, die ehaitsc?^^ 
tfaesi&i !th,ilig« f i|^t : thamsdyea .without a jtidg^v 
tttdiw.'deap&ei'of him^ aafj fiikt forth a-' voice e^en 
i(98fiwt jBingB/;! apd^ buried fibrages,' like the* liobd <tf , 
tkr!ixiiurdfinad manv thdy <iis)^ up in judgin^al^ 
ted call in»ju0ti{^ Let dle» now pto^yioe tlysSr 
jul%isL. Ihensaoqfouif mappfaablfe adjydkaticMsr oft 
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thb sldbject, oneHto beea^inst us, ;aa(L three hanrei 
been fa^oinr^bl^ ; the one against us is the case^o^ 
die Stapid Act, the Eniglish Act 3iid of : Hemy. 
6th ; it was ^ c^ where Ireland < Ivais specitdlyt 
naified 1 and forbidden t6 teporC wbolleQ to Catois^'^ 
liie .first. deci^ioQ adjudg6fd, ^at Ireland was ^nbll 
bcamd by this Act : the decision was made in die' 
tixne of Richard 3rd, by ail, the judges of England^ 
assembled in the Exchequer Chc^ml^er. This case 
afterwards^ in jtbe reign of Henry 7th, ^asy 
by Lord Chief Justice Huss}^^, decide &[gainst>us',! 
his brethren . not much dissenting ; the rqporter^' 
Brooke, doubt&the l^ality of his opinion, and hbpA 
Coke approves of the contrary opinion, nan^elyt. 
of the original determination of the judges assem'* 
bled in the Exchequef. Under th^se cirgumstanoei^ 
stands the decision that is against us ; :of the t^rei^ 
deci^oosJwbidi were fosr us, I have already stated 
one : Another was the case of. a patent given to onq 
][^ilkingtohi. of) ani ofiicejo Ireland, which he ^di»i 
charged by deputy . A . . ^pt a patent for the saoMs 
ojflSce^ tod Pilkington .brbught a scire fsidds to^the 
Court injEhglana, SOth'.of Henry 6th, ^nst A:. ti 
tiioW caute iwhy. the pateiit ^oubl not be repealedi 
A.ipleaded that the Irish Parliament had, by an Acti 
Deqtrired th^t tod office; should be discharged ii) 
{>6r8ony QD forfeited i > and then he prescribed fbr t)>^ 
Irish fiaiSiamint^ and the prescfipticta' y^isis ailovredt 
Jhe'thard decision, is tiiat of the judges ^ Iw^ 
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laad'-qiieribs pat to them by the Lqrds^ at the 
lequest of the Commons. The first query was m 
follows : Whether the subjects of Itelknd be iei free^ 
pciople, and to be governed only by the commOBb 
laws of England^ , and statutes of force id thisi 
kingdom ? to which query all the judges anj&wer ki 
the aflSrmative — they point out where the commoo 
law» in some instances, differs from that of Eng-^ 
land, where equity interferes; but with respect 
to the question, whether the subjects of Ireland 
be a free people, to be bound only by tb^ (iommoi^ 
laws of England and the Irish statutes, their assent 
)s unqualified. Such is the answer 6£ the seven 
judges of Ireland, given in writing, with their 
names. affixed^ The other authorities are, the opi^^ 
Qions of judges, given in their books. One of 
these opinicns is that of Mr. Justice Blackstone, d 
tery considerable name— *but what has this oracle 
pronounced ? namely, that the Parliament of Eng-^ 
land has settled her own right by her ownipse dtxity 
rile has settled the matter,^he says, by the Declaratory 
Act of the 6th of George 1st. Certainly she has set- 
died the matter for this Rhadamanthus, but his re- 
ijiark proves only, that the Parliament of England 
]bad authority over her judges, but it does not 
prove that she had authority over Ireland ; certainly 
the judge: cannot question the legislature, and 
l^er^re w^t not, in such a case, to be arbiter r he 
M^s Iw own reasons ^ they are bad oiies.i Ireland, 
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fie fsays, is a kiiHl of colony planted by England i 
and there he rests the right of England on conquest :; 
to which we answer, she is not a colony— -she is not 
a kind of colony*— that she was not planted by Edg* 
land — that she was not conquered, and that if she 
were, she has compacts, charters, and laws, to d<> 
away what is called the right of conquest. I must 
observe, this grave and learned judge does not in 
this case exert himself within his own craft or 
mystery ; he speaks on the Histoiy. of Ireland, and 
the lawof tiations, and is ^ronepus in both. Neict 
is introduced the thunderbolt of the Jaw* — the Eng^ 
lish Minos— Lord Coke, a great author!^, a friend- 
to liberty, and the principal framer of the Bill of 
Right ; but this leviathan - does not coqibat here iti 
the waters, he acts in another element ; and though 
in every element prepollent, is not sole monarch in 
this. He declares that Ireland is not boiihd by thi^ 
English Parliament, and gives his reas^ons, viz. h^ 
cause she has a parliament of her own, and does liot 
send representatives to the Parliament of England ; 
and then he adds, not bound, except when she is 
specially named, which does not, however, remove 
the force of his reason, but leaves it to act against 
the -exception, as well as against the general propo- 
sition ; for she has not, when named, a parliament 
the less, nor a representative the more. He then 
quotes a precedent ; itis, where England bound Ite^ 
land, wheii Iceland sent representatives to England ; 
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aodhe iofe^lrpiii t^CQ, tM ^ogI»nd«ca& biQd>Im; 
Un^ wh^Q nhe 4o^ not,; apd fii^^Uy, h^ rcist3 his €9»h 
piQn on ^ la'fir which jgpecf to ov^rturn tfaf^ Ub^ligr of 
bis owa country, 89 well agofoure— thelaw of conn 
quest: ^Q U y^^ghan— he set» in the.gidphf ia 
Mfhiuh his learned brethi^eo^ the other lights^ of th« 
iaw are extinguish^id— conquestt : so are they altm 
they all rest op thi^ law. . I have shown, that Eng^ 
{and ha3 oo. title by the law. of nature, no tid&bjr 
the law of covenant, no title by the law pf usage; 
Will sbcj claun by conquest? Henry 2nd r6* 
no^nced itrr-he.stook by gift from the Poper-he 
inade a covenant with the Irish chieftains— they act 
}(npwledged .him their King, and .he confirmed to 
liiem their petj:y governments: he made .a covenant 
iwith the EiigliA settlers, they swearing all^iance 
jbQ j)im, and!he communicating to theni the Jaws 
9Mi liberties of England. No right of conquest ex^ 
leQds to the posterity of the conqueredr-riu) right 
pf con<|ueat ea^cept in a just war : such is Locke^ 
Cofiqu^ Is not a title, but an occasion and oppop* 
^jLinity for gai^ingone ; and idiat title not good,iex^ 
^ept the war . be j^8t, and the: government with the 
j^re^ Off ibacit consent of the people? such is 
Suflieniacquii If ;the people do not voluiii^rily sub^ 
filit,. the state of war exists.: such is Vatel; The 
ffight of conquest is. extinguished by pacts, rchsirterS) 
*and Iawsi.j90 are they all-^tbe authorities' quoted 
^^ainstus^ jr^ute the idea of c(mqndst.! The judges 
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in PHkingtbn's case> who allow tiac pitstrlpttoh fiit 
a pErliament) give up the idea of cooqiiest. Lond 
GokehiioBelf, who affirms that Ik^eknd has a porlia* 
ment of her owd^ gires up the idea of oonqoest* 
The s^ven judges of Ireland who acknowledged 
that the Irish w^e a free people^ to be gov^ned 
only by the common law of England^ mid her own 
statutes^ give up the iidea of oonquest. Let us hear 
England herself on ^ the subjects Wbait says th^ 
King*; the coniqueror? let us hear Chartes the 
First/ 

H Mr. Pirn, in Lord Strafford s impeachment, speaks 
as follows : ^^ The law is the sal^uard c^all private 
interests; without this, every man has ei ri|^t tb 
every thing, and this i^ the case to which the 'Irish 
were ' reduced by the Earl of Straffc^d ; aind* the 
reason he gave, hadi more mischief than tbe thing 
itself, viz. they* were a conquered natiohi There 
are few nations 'm the world have not been oon<» 
quered ; but if pacts and agreement do hot restrain 
that» what people ^ean be free ? England hadi been 
conquered--^ Wales hath been conquered^ ahdby this 
ifiason will be litde better than Ireland.^' Thus 
speaks Mr. Pirn. ^ What jsiays the English House of 
(Sommons? it says, ^> Thali the realm of Irdttod hav* 
y)g been,thne out'of mind, annexed to the Mperiat 
Crown of Engkind, and TOverned by the wm^ ieiws, 
the said Earl beiog^ deputy in that re^lm, to bnng 
his. Majesty Vlic^ subjects; of that realm into a 
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dislike of his. Majesty ^s goverament, and intending 
the subversion of the fundamental laws, and settled 
government of that kingdom, and the destruction 
of his majesly^s liege people there, did declare and 
publish, that Ireland was a conquered nation.'^ Thus 
spoke the English House of Commons with regard 
to her Minister* How did Parliament act with regard 
to her King, .in the face of the law of conquest 3 
She resolved as follows : That there is zn original 
compact between the King and the people; that 
James 2nd had broken that original compact, and 
that this breach, with his other offences, was an 
abdication of his Crown, and she deposed him ac- 
cordingly ; and she called on the Irish to aid her in 
the deposition. England called on the Irish to 
shed their blood, and they shed it accordingly, in 
deposing James 2nd, for having bix>ken his com-i^ 
p9Ct with England; and will she now .break the 
compact with Ireland, and set up here the law of 
conquest? Has she attainted the Irish for the treason 
of aiding James, who broke his covenant with 
England? ^nd will she punish the Irish for not 
aiding England in breaking the compact with them^* 
selves ? and will she employ her .King,, who owes 
bis Crown to one compact, to break the other. Will 
she confiscate the Catholic property of James's 
abettors in Ireland, on the principles of covenant; 
and seize on the liberties of the whole realm on the 
principle of conquest; and commit, bevs^lf, thiatt 
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tvry sasie critne, a prckBgy m tbe hiitoiy of man* 
kind unpaodleled, and an eidiibitioQ of the thifst of 
power^ in tiie frenzy of the human race nniina* 
ginable--*commit herself that very crime for which 
Bhe beheaded her Minister, and deposed her King? 
This farii^ the claim of England to mere vio* 
leiice : it is. a right which Swift — I think it is Swift 
«— hfltf twrp l MMd , the right of the grenadier to take 
the property of a disarmed man. I add, this man 
has now gotten back his arms, and begs to get 
back his property* Thus the question remaining^ 
is a <^iMtion of ability ; and in considering this« 
^on are not to contemplate alone the difficultiei 
in . your front ; you are to look back . to the 
stoength in your rear. You have an immense 
force, the hope of a much greater, of different reli- 
giow, but of one political faith, kept up for three 
fmrs (tefending the country ; for the government 
took away her troops^ and consigned her defence to 
the people. Defending the government, I say, aiding 
the civil power, and pledged to maintain the lib^::ty 
of Ireland to the last drop of their blood. Who is 
this body }' The Commoqs of Ireland, and you at 
Ae bead of diem. It is more ; it is the socie^ in 
its greatest possible description ; it is the property, 
it is the soul of the country armed. Th^-^for this 
body has yet no adequate name*— in the Summer ct 
1780^ they 9gfee to a Declaration of Right. In the 
AutUiiin of 1781, they h^u* that the Flinch a^e. at 
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MB* In the heat aikt iiuiiricaine of their zeal for 
liberty, Jthey atop: without dela^r they offer to marchs: 
theiri .march waits only^for the. comoiands of tho 
Castle.: The. Caatle, whece the . sagacious cour*« 
tiecibad abandoned, his. uniform, finds it, prudent 
to /receive a self-armed asaociation. This a^ Jias 
faehdd^ posterity will admice— ^wonder ! : The delei 
gat6& of. that self<*armed iaosodajtion proceed to the 
mansion, of the Government, aacend the steps; 
advance to the presence of tlie Lord Lieuten«it» 
and make. a tender of their lives and fortuneai aiiritb 
all thejform and .reception of an authenticated ea^ 
tabfishment; j A painter plight here display and 
contrast ih& loyalty ;Qf a Courtier; with that> of :a 
Volunteeri He would paint the Courtier huny» 
ing^off his uniform, casting away. his arms, fiilmg 
ysipodket^ with public moneyv and then preseat^^ 
tng: to . his Sovereign ; naked iservitude. He would 
paint, the Volunteer, seizing bis charters, handling 
his ajm^^ ficirming his c<:dumns< improving his dis^ 
oipltto, denianding his rights^ and then at tfa^ 
Ibofc .of the .Throne^ making a tender .of armed 
aUegiauice ; he had no. objection to die by. idie sade 
of England^ but he must ;be found dead with hef 
fE^haitec' ju' bis hand« Stationed as you are in rehu 
tionto4he community^ and these great objects^ 
howfdo you mean to proceedr^submit, and takethe 
kadJn dc^^n? Impossible! The strength whick 
wpp^isfii yMit rirtue^ precludes your. zp9smy* 
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The. armed presence of the action will not bend, 
the. community in. arms willnot be 8old> nor suffer 
the eternal blessing of freedom^ and renown to, 
dqiend'On the experiment, whether this scoundrel 
shall be a . pensioner, or J:hat pick*pocket a peer. 
Before you decide upon the practicability of being 
tdlaves for ever, look to America. Do you see nothing 
in that America^ but the grave and prison of yoinr 
gpnies ? And do you not see in her range, of terri- 
tory, cheapness, of living, .variety of climate, and 
simplicity of life — ^the drain of Europe ? 

Whatever is bold and disconsolate, suUen virtue^ 
wounded . pride-rail, all to that point will precL 
pitate; and what you trample on in Europe, will 
stiv^' you , in America. When Philadelphia, • or 
whatever city ,the American appoints for empire, 
sends forth her ambassadors to the difierent kiog9 
of Europe, and manifests to the "world her indepen- 
dency and power, do you imagine, that you will 
persuade Ireland, to be satisfied? Satisfied with a 
refusal to her loyalty of the privileges which Eng- 
land granted to the^arms of America, how will the 
individuals among you like this? Some of the gen- 
Ijiemenwhom J now -see in th^ir places, are the 
descendants of kings — the illustrious gentleman on 
like, far bench — my illustrious friend near me — will 
th^ derogate firom the royalty of their lineage, or 
bow- their honoured heads, and acknowledge the 
x;rown.of their ancestors on the brow of every 

G 
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fbrty-shiUitig freeholder in Englandj br on every 
front except that of his Majesty? Are the Ame- 
rican enemies to be free, and these royal subjects 
to be slaves ? or in what qualitydoes his Majesty 
choose to contemplate the Irish hereafter, his sub- 
jects in parliament, or his equals in congress ? 

There remains, then, but one measure — establish , 
the independency of your Parliament. What do 
you Wait for? Do you wait for a peace — till the 
volunteer retires, and the minister replies by his 
cannon^ the Stag frigate is now in your harbour, — 
or do you wait for more calamities on the fortunes 
of England — ^till the empire is a wreck, and we 
both go down together? or do you delay till Pro- 
vidence, beholding you on your knees, shall fall in 
love with your baseness, and rain on your ser- 
vility Constitution like manna. You resort to the 
House of God when you want heat or moisture, 
and you interfere with God's dispensations by your 
importunities. Are the Princes of the earth more 
vigilant than the Alniighty, that you should be- 
siege the throne of mercy, and hold it unnecessary 
to admonish the King; or do you wait till your 
country speaks to you in thunder ? Let me con- 
' elude by observing, that you have the two claims 
before you — the claim of England to power, and 
of Ireland to liberty ; and I have shown you that 
England has no title to that power to make laws for 
Ireland. None by nature, none by compact, none 
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by usage, and none by conqoest ; and that Ireland 
has several titles against the claims of England,-— a 
title by nature, a title by compact, a title by 
divers acts of parliament, a title by charter, and by 
all the laws by which England possesses her liber- 
ties, — by Englaiid^s interpretation of these laws, 
by her renunciation of conquest, and her acknow- 
ledgment of the law of original compact. 

[He then moved the Declaration of Right, as 
he had done in April, 1780. — The motion 
was negatived.] 
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' [Spoken on the'16th of.ApriJ, 1788.3 

• 

I AM now to address a free people. Ages have 
passed away, and this is the fkst moment in 
which you coold be distinguished by that appel- 
lation. I have spoken on the subject of your 
liberty so often, that I have nothing to add, and 
hav« only to admire by what heaven-diredted filieps 
you have proceeded, until the whole faculty of the 
nation is braced up to the act of her own deliver- 
ance. I found Ireland on her knees — I watched 
over her with an eternal solicitude, and have traced 
her progress from injuries to arms^ and from arms to 
Liberty. Spirit of Swiflt-^spirit of Molyneux^— your 
.'genius has prevailed^^Ireland is now a nation-^in 
that new character I hail her ; and .bowing to her 
august presence, I say, Esio perpetua^ Sheisho 
longer a wretched colony, returning thaidcs to hear 
.Governor for his rapine, and to her ^King for his 
^sppression ; nor is she now a.ftetful, squabbling 
. sectary, perpitexing .her. little . wits^ and .firing her 
furious statutes with bigotiy^ sophistry, disabilities^ 
and death, to transmit to posterity insignificance 
and war. Look to the.rest of Europ^^-'HolIitfd 
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lives on the memory of past achievement — Sweden 
has lost her liberty — England has sullied her great 
name by an attempt to enslave her colonies ! You 
are the only people — you, of the nations in Europe, 
are now die only people, who excite admiration; and 
in your present conduct, you not only exceed the 
pees^nt gieneration, but you equal thje past. I mn 
npt i^raid tp turnbacl; aa4 look antiquity in the fec^» 
I'he H^v0lujtiDi)i^ tfe^Lt great event, — ^whet]^er yov 
<;aU it ancient 0r modsenx* I know i^Qt>-rrwas tar^i^h^ 
Urith bigotry. The gue^t dfJiVerer,r-for$^uch Imvt^t 
ever<^iU tte Prince Of. N^as^U,-— was blteI^lfil^ by 
o^mssiciD ; he ^nmnted torrrbe wte forcejd to Assent 
«Q adta wibich. deprivetol the Catholics of i^ligiousb 
and ail tie Idafai of, civil and commercial rights^ 
fcbough iihe :lris^ were Ike onlysubjeciar in .these 
idands nrha jnd.&ught ia.hia defence; but you 
hare sought fiherty ohiber own principles. . See tihe 
iT^eat^fiteriaasr/Gf: Bangor petition ^^^ t^a Catholics 
Bf ' due ^uthl /Youi with di Acuities innmnerable, 
<mtb dangcKs not a few^ Jiave done what yo)ur ao- 
oestxars iirish^d^ but could notaocbmplish; and whadt 
^durix^teriiyimay'pr^Bearv^, ipt will never equal, 
i^bii hssfs vivMilded; the jairii]^ elements of your 
cduiylry iiito a nation, 4iidhav^ rivalM <^<^ 9>^^ 
asid ianoimt sjtatcs iwhoipyouMietetauglifc to admiv^, 
luid aiobopg whpbp^^ lype ii^fftr ti^ be re€W)id^/ In 
tidb {mxseediiig^oi^ aidvantag^v^vludi 
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were common to othier great cftuntrfei^^— rio monu-^ 
ments, no trophies^ none of those Outward and 
visible signs of greatness, such as insfpire mankind, 
and connect the ambition of the age which is cOibing 
on, with the example of that which is going off, and 
foims the descent and concatenation of glory. No I 
You have not had any great act recorded among 
all your misfortunes; nor have you one public 
tomb to assemble the crowd, and speak to the 
living the language of integrity and freedom • 
Your historians did not supply the want of mo* 
numents ; on the contrary, those narrators of your 
misfortunes who should have felt for your wrongs, 
and have punished your oppressors with Oppress 
sion's natural scourge, the moral indignation of 
history, compromised with public villany, andtrem* 
bled : they recited your violence, they suppressed 
your provocation, and wrote in the chain that entram^ 
melled their country. I am come to break that 
chain ; and I congratulate my country, who, with- 
out any of the advantages I speak of, going forth, as 
it were, with nothing but a stone and a sling, and 
what oppression could not take away, the. favour of 
Heaven, accomplished her own redemption, and .left 
you nothing to add and every thing to admire. You 
want no trophy now — the records of pariiament are 
the. evidence of your glory. I beg to observe, fliat 
the deliverance of Ireland has proceeded from h^ 
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own right«haQd: I rejoice at it ; for had the gieat 
acquisition of your freedom proceeded from the 
bounty of England) that great work would have 
been defective — would-have been defective both in 
renown and security. It was necessary that the soul 
of the country should have been exalted by the act 
of her own redeiQption, and that England should 
withdraw her claim by operation of treaty, and not 
of mere grace and condescension. A gratuitous act 
of parliament, however express, would have been 
revocable ; but the repeal of her claim, under opera- 
tion of treaty, is not ; in that case, the legislature is 
put in covenant, and bound by the law of nations,^ — 
the only law that can legally bind parliament. Never 
did this country stand so high. England and Ire* 
)and treat ex aeqiu). Ireland transmits to the King 
her claim of right, and requires of the Parliament of 
England the repeal of her claim of power, which 
repeal the English parliament is to make under 
the force pf a treaty, which depends on the law 
of nations,^ — a law which cannot be repealed by 
the parliament of England. I rejoice that the jieo- 
ple are a party to this treaty, because they are bound 
to preserve it. There is not a man of forty shillings 
freehold that is not associated in this our claim of 
right, and bound to die in its defence— K^i ties, coun- 
ties, associations, Protestants, and Catholics — ^it 
fieems ais if the people had joined in one great sacnb- 
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.mtint A iTame has descended from Heaven on the 
intellect of Ireland, apd plays round her head with 

, a concentrated glory,-— There are some who think, 

..and a^few who. declare, that the associations to which 
I refer, are illegal. ,Con)e, then, let us try the charge. 
And first, I ask, what were the grievances? An army 
imposed on us by another country — that army ren- 
dered perpetual — the privy council of both coun- 
tries made a part of pur legislature — our legislature 
deprived of its originating and propounding power-^- 
another countiy exercising over us supreme legis- 

jlative authority — ^^that country disposing of our pro- 
perty by its judgtnents, and prohibiting our trade 
by its statutes! These were not grievances, but spoli- 
ations: they Jieft you nothing. When you contended 
against them, you contended for the whole of your 
condition ; when the minister asks by what fright 
we, refer him to our Maker, we sought our privileges 

^by the right which we have to defend our property 
against a robber, our life against a murderer, our 
country against an iavader, whether coming with 
civil or military force, a foreign ara^y, or a foreign 

.legislature. This is a case that wants no precedent— 
the Revolution wanted no. precedent ; for such 

. things arrive to reform a co^urse of bad precedents ; 
and instead of being founded on precedent, become 
sQch. The gazing world whom they came to save, 

.begiQs by doubt, and concludes by worship. Xiet 
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Other nations be deceived by tlie sophistry' of courts 
—Ireland has studied politics in the lair of opprci^- 
sion ; and, taught by suffering, comprehends the 
right.of i$ubject3, and the duty of kings. Let other 
nations imagine that subjects are made for the Mo- 
narch ; but we conceive, that Kings, and Parliaments 
like Kingg, are made for the subject. The House of 
Commons, honourable and right honourable as it 
may be — the Lords, noble and illustrious as we 
pronounce them, are not original, biit derivative. 
Session after session they move their periodical orbf t 
about the Source of their "being— the nation — even 
the King — Majesty-— must fulfil her' due and tribo- 

.tary course round that great lumitiary ; atid created 
by its beam, and upheld by its attfacWen^ must iil- 
cline to that light, or go put of the'sy^em. 

]Virnisters,-^we mean' the nainister^ Who have bfefen 
disniissedj I rely on 'the good iritentiobs of the pre- 
sent, — ^former ministers,'! Say, have pat'qxiestions' to 
us — ^webeg to put questions tothfetti. I^'hey desired 
to know by what authority this niation had acted-— 
this nation desires to kridw'by What atithority thley 
ficted? By what authority did government enforce 
the articlei^of war? 'By Mkt authority does goverri- 
ment establish the Post-office? By what atithoi ityare 
our merchants bound by the East-Itidia Compatny^s 

^chiarter ? , By what authority haS Irislanil one huiifdred 
years been "deprived of her ' eicpdrt ' trad6 ? -By 



\ 



^^ ^. 



?51 

what authority are her Peers deprived pf their ju<R* 
catQjre ? By what authority has that judicature been 
transferred to the Peers <rf Great Britain, and our 
property^ in its last resort^ referred to the decision of 
u non-resident unaythorized, illegal, and unconsti- 
tutiqtolj triljijinal .?, \jfill raipisters say, it was the au- 
thority of th0 Britidi Parli^nK^nt;., Oju what ground, 
|j)en, dp. they place thje question between the go- 
verntnent on. ot^e $i<jle, and^ tfee pec^le on the other ? 
The gov^rnmen):, acceding to their own statement, 
has been occupied to supersede the law-giver of the 
xjoiintry^ and. the people to restpre him. His Ma- 
jesty's late n^inisters t;hought they had qqeUed the 
country, when l;hey bought the newspapers, and 
^boy represented us as wild nien^ and our cause as 
visionary ; ^^d ^bey pensioned a-fSet of wretches to 
iabuse both ; but; we took Ijitt]^ account of them, or 
ib^ir proceeding?, and we waited, and we watched;, 
and ^e mpyed, as it were, on ouf native hills, witb 
the minor remains of pur parliamentary army, until 
that n^iaority beqanjye Ireland li^t.tbosie ministers 
»o^v go home^ and congratulate their King on the 
deliverj^nce of ^lis people. Did you imagine, that 
those little p^tie?, whom, three years- ago, you be- 
held in awkward squads parading the streets,, should 
wriy^ to such distinction and effect? What was the 
cause? For it was not the sword of the volunteer, 
norhi^'n>uster, nor his spirit, nor his promptitude 
t^. put down accidental disturbance, public discorcj. 
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nor his own unblamed ^nd distinguished deporf> 
m^nt : this was much ; but there was more thaii 
ih\k. The upper orders, the property and the abili- 
ties of the country, formed with the volunteer ; and 
the volunteer had sense enoiigh to obey them. This 
united the Protestant with the Catholic^ and the 
landed proprietor with the people. There was stiM 
more than this — there was a cmitinence which con- 
fined the corps to limited and legitimate objects; 
There was a principle' which preserved the corps 
from adultery with French politics. There was a 
good taste, which guarded the corps from the affec*^ 
tation of such folly. This, all this, made them bold ; 
for it kept them innocent, it kept them rational. No 
vulgar rant against England, no mysterious admira- 
tion of France, no crime to conceal, no folly t6 
blush for, they were what they professed to be ; and 
that was nothing less than the society asserting her 
liberty according to the frame of the British con- 
stitution — ^her inheritance to be enjoyed in perpe- 
tual connection with the British Empire. I do not 
mean to say, that there were not divers violent and 
unseemly resolutions. The immensity of the means 
was insq)arable from the excess. Such are the great 
works of nature — such is the sea ; but, like the sea, 
the waste and excess were lost in the immensity of 
its blessings, benefits, and advantage; and now, hav- 
ing given a parliament to the people, the volunteers 
will, I doubt not, leave the people to parliament. 
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and thus doiSie, pocifically and mdjesticaHy ^ gFea« 
work, which will place them above denture, and; 
above panegyric. Those associations, like other iw- 
stitiitiotis, ivill perish: they will perish with thcS 
occasion that gave them being ; and the gratitcfde <rf 
their edilntry Ivill Write their Epitaph — 

" This phsenoiilenon, the departed Volunteer, jm^ 
" tifieid by the occasion^ with some allay of publie 
** evil, did more ppblic good to Ireland than all hef 
<< institutions. He restored the liberties of his caaa>^ 
" try ; and thus, from his gfwe^ he answers his ene^ 
^'tnies.'* , 

Connected by freedom^ as well as by allegiancey 
the two hiations, Great Britain ^nd Ireland, form a 
constitutional confederacy as well as an empire. 
l^heGrownis onelink, the Constitution another; andy 
in my mind, the latter link is the most powerful 
You can get a king any where ; but England is the 
only country with whom you can get and participate 
a free constitution. This makes England your na- 
tural connexion, and her King your natural, as 
well as your legal, sovereign. This is a connexion, 
not as Lord Coke has idly said, not as Ju<%e Black-^ 
stone has foolidily said^ not as oth^ Ju(%es have 
ignorantly said, by conquests ; but, as Molyneux has 
saifd, aftid as I now say, by oompact, — that compact 
IS, a free constit^tion^^^^ufier me now to state 300ie 
of tiie things etssentiai to that 'free constituticm: they 
tfe as follows : The OKdepend^ncr^r of the Irish Par- 
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fiament— the exclusi2>n of thd British P£^'liameat 
Jirom any authority in this realm— -th^e restoration of 
the Irish JudScatiiije^ and the exclusion of that of 
Great Britain. As to the perpetual Mutiny Bill? 
it must be mdre than limited— it must be effaced. 
That Bill must faH, or the constitution cannot stand. 
That Bill was, originally limited by this House to 
two yeiars, and it returned from England without 
the clause of limitation. What ! a Bilji making the 
army independent of parliament, and perpetual? I 
protested against it then — I liave stru^led with it 
since ; and I am now come to destroy this great 
f^nemy oif my country. The perpetual Mutiny Bill 
most yaiiish out of the Statute Book. The excellent 
tract of Molyn^ux was burned — it was not answered, 
and its flame illumined posterity. Thisevil paper shall 
bebumed ; but burned like a felon^ that its execution 
may be a peace-offering to the people, and that a 
Declaration of Right may be planted on its guilty 
ashes. A new Mutiny Bill must be formed, after 
the manner of England, and a Declaration of Right 
flaming in its preamble. As tp the legislative powers 
of the Privy Council, I conceive them to be utterly 
inadmissible against the constitution, agaii^st the 
privileges ofParliamept, and against the dignity of 
the realm. Do not imagine such power to be a 
theoretical evil : it is, in a very high degree, a jHrae- 
tical eviK I have here an inventory of Bills, altered 
and injured by the interference of the Pri^ 
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Councils— Money Bills origlnAted by them^-^Protests 
by the Crown, in support of those Money JBills — 
prorogation following those Protests. I have a Mu- 
tiny Bill of 1T80, altered by the* Council, and made 
perpetual-^a Bill in 1778/ where! Hie Council struck 
out the clause repealing the Test Act— ^a Militm 
Bill, ^here the Council struck out the compulsory 
elause, requiring the Grown to proceed to form a 
militia, "and left it optional to his Majesty's Minis- 
ters whether there should be a militia in Ireland. 
I have the Money Bill of 1775, when the Council 
etruck out the- clause, enabling his Majesty to take 
a part of our troopl^for general service, and left it 
to the minister to withdraw the. forces against Act of 
Parliament. 1 have to state the altered Money Bill 
of 1771, the altered Money Bill of 1775, the altered 
Money Bill of 1780. The day would expire before 
I could recount their ill-doings. I will never con- 
sent to have men, — God knows whom,— ecclesiastics, 
&c. &c. ; men unknown to the constitution of par- 
liament, and only known to the minister who has 
breathed into their nostrils an unconstitutional 
existence, — steal to their dark divan, which they call 
the Council, to do mischief, and make nonsense 
of Bills which their Lordships, the House of Lords, 
or we the House of Commons, have thought good 
and meet for the people. No! These men have no, 
legislative qualifications — they shall have no legis- 
lative power. 1st, The repeal of the perpetual Mu- 
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tiny Bill, and the d^tieiidency of the Irish acmy on 
the Irish Pai^liameAt; Snd, the abolition of the 
legislative ipower of the Council; 3rd, the abroga- 
tion of ;the claim of England, to make law for Ire- 
land ; the. exclusion of the English House of Peers, 
and of the English Ring's Bench> from any judicial 
authority in this realm ; the restoration of the 
Irish Peers to their final judicature; the indepen- 
dency of thejinsh Parliament in its sole and exclu^ 
sive legisteturer—rthese are my terms. 

[He tthen,nK>ved the address of the 16th April, 
1782, which was carried<without opposition. 
See page 59.] 



S7 



APPENDIX. 



PROCEEDINGS IN THE ENGLISH AND IRISH 
PARLIAMENTS. 



English.— 9/A ApriU i789. 

Mr. Sbcebtart Fox acquainted the House, that he had 
a message from his Majesty ; and he presented the same 
to the House» and it was read by Mr. Speaker (all the 
members of the House being uncoyered), and is as fol- 
loweth: — 

Gbobqb R. 

His Majesty being concerned to find that discontents 
and jealousies are prevailing among his loyal subjects in 
Ireland upon matters of great weight and importance, 
earnestly recommends to this House to take the same into 
their most serious consideration, in order to such a final 
adjustment as may give mutual satisfaction to both king* 
doms. 

. Resolved, nemine contradicente'-^Thnt an humble Ad- 
dress be presented to his Majesty, to return his Mijesty 
the thanks of this House for his most gracious Message; 
and to assure his Majesty, that this House, feeling with 
his Majesty the deepest concern that discontents and 
jealousies should have arisen among his Majesty's loyal 
subject in Ireland, wffl, without delay, take the samd 
into their most serious eonsideration, in order to Mcb a 



inal f^djustmaiit aft nay give mutual satisfaetion to bot& 
kiogdoms.^ . , 

Ordered, That tSe said Address be presented to bis 
Majesty by such members of this House as are of his Ma- 
jesty's most honourable Privy Council. 



Irish.— 16/A Jpril, 1782. 

The Right Hoq« Mr. Secretary of State informed tbe 
House, that "be was commanded by his Grace the Lord 
Xieptenant to deliver 9. message to the House from bis 
Grace, wbich fie read in his place, and after delivered in 
at tbe iablie, apd tbe same was read, and is as follows : 

* PORTLANI).' 

I have it in command from bis Majesty to inform this 
House, that his Majesty being concerned fb fidd^that 
discontents and j^ajoiisiet^ are pr^v«ilkig^ alinoBg bfe loyal 
i^i^lyects oi^m Country ufMNimalters of great w«i^bt and 
lEpportance, his Mi^esty recommenda it to this Home ta 
tak^ the i^^ysle i&to tbeir «iost jseiious c^isid^ratlbB, im 
frder to sikJi % final adjustment as may give mutixil: 
satifiifiictioa to bis kittgdoms of Great Biitain and. 
Ireland. 

'drder«di That liis€(rac^ the Ldrd Lieutenafnt'is mes- 
dcige be ^ier^d in tbfe %K)iirnafs of this House. - » 

' A niOtion was made, tiiat an bumble Address t>e pre*^ 
setfletf td bis JMRijesty, 16 fettlrn his Bfejesty <he tbanKs 
if tSili fikhisb for bis moi^ gracious' messa|;e to* Afe. 
Hotse, sig'nified by bis Grace' thie Lord Lieutenant; tli*|t 
fa Abedi^ce to bis Maj^t^*is ihost gracious recoinmeb- 



|liiUon« tbk» HcNisft will, iiirilh^di^, take jolo tb#ir 
paost serious qonsideratioii tbe diewrensipfui afi4 jdd«Mi«ie9 
i¥bich bavd >rigeii in tbift fcii|gdom» tbe (Mnisd wb^veof 
ib?y will ]nF€Stigate witb all cpiivenient ditpatcbs aJ94 
humbly submit to bis Maje$tj'd royal justice mi4 
si^jsdonu 

An amendment W9S made to tbe said motion; aad the 
Resolution, so amended^ is as follows: — 

.Resolved, Tbtrtan humble Adjlreai be iii*etMt»d t6 
hifi Majesty, to return bis Msjesty ike thanks of tbfc 
HoMse for his mo0t gracious Messs^e to (his Houae» atg^ , 
nified by bis Grace d»e Lord. Lieat&naiit^ ;tar usnt^ bib 
Ma|^t|^ of our uBsfaaken attachmeat to bis Ma^tety's 
person imd gfovm'niheat; ancl cf awt liYely «^nse «if Ms 
ptternal care ih thus takii^ the lead tt» adBnaslBr do»- 
tettt to kk JMajesly's «Bb|eota of Ireland : That, thus en*. 
€oari^e4 by Us royid interpositioo, we AM bfegleavcl^ 
^kb all duty and affection, to lay before his Migesty tbe 
cousei^ of out discontent and jealousies ; to asfibre his Ha; 
jesty bis tabjeets of Ireland are a free pieople t Thatths 
{ToWtt of Irelafid is an imperial crown, inseparably ^aii^ 
liexed to the crown of Oreat Britain, on which eonnexida 
the interests aUd happinesA of both iiatioi» essentiiEdljr 
depend; but that the kingdoni of Ireland is a distinct 
kingdom, wkh a parliament of ber own, tbe sole legidEa- 
tur^ iimm^i Tha^t thfBre ip; .no body of men catnspetent t6 
make laws to biittd this natkm,. except theKiitg, LoirdK 
atid C0mmom of Ireland ; nor any othe^ Parliaineat n^bick 
k^ltb aay.a^tboority or poW^' ef iu»y sort whatkeerer, itk 
||M|^ .cci^ntiy, sare only the ParlisMiieni of.kebmd; 4o 
^ifiure bis Al^esty, that we bumbly. oQttcetve,that in this 
rj^bt tb« rery efis^ce of ow! liberties .exists-^ar^^ 
Wbii^b we^ on tb!» part of all the pe^^le of Ireland> do 
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ehum as their birth-i^lit, aod ir bich we cannot yi^ 
but with our Uvea : To aasnre his Majesty, that we hard 
seen with concern, certain claims advanced by the Par* 
liament, of Great Britain, in an act intituled '^ An Act for 
the better securing the. Dependancy of Ireland,** an act 
containing matter entirely irreooncileable to the fiinda* 
mental rights of this nation : That we conceive this act, 
and the claims it advances^ to be the great and principal 
causes of the discontents and jealousies in this kingdom: 
To assure his Majesty, that his Majesty's Commons of 
Ireland do most sincerely wish that all bills which be^ 
come law in Ireland, should receive the approbation of 
his Majesty under the seal of Great Britain; but that yet 
we do consider the practice of suppressing our biHs in 
the council of Ireland, or altering the same any where, 
to be another just cause of discontent and jealou^ : To 
assure his Majesty^ that an act, intituled ^* An Act for the 
better Accommodation of his Majesty's Forces," being 
unlimited in duration, and defective in other instances, 
but passed in that shape from the particular circum- 
stances of the times, is another just cause of discontent 
and jealousy in this kingdom : That we have submitted 
these and the principal causes of the present discontent 
and jealousy of Ireland, and remain in humble expecta- 
tion of redress: That we have the greatest reliance on his 
Majesty's wisdom, the most sanguine expectations from 
his virtuous choice of a chief governor, and great coofi- 
dencein the wise, auspicious, and constitutional councils, 
which we see, with satisfaction, his Majesty has adopted : 
That we have^ moreover, a high sense and veneration for 
the British character, and do therefore conceive that the 
proceedings of this country, founded as they' were in 
r%ht, and tiempered by duty, must have excited die ap» 
probation and esteem, instead of woqndiag the pride of 
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the Bridsh nation ; and we beg leave ta assure his Ma- 
jesty, that we are the more confirmed in this hope, inas- 
mnch^as the people of this kingdom have never ex- 
pressed a desire to share the freedom of England, with- 
out declaring a determination to share her fate likewise, 
standing and falling with the British nation. ' 

Anotherof the Lords, of the same natorA 



Irish. — Sind Aprils 1782. 

The Right Hon. the Secretary of State reported to the 
House, that his Grace the Lord Lieutenant had been 
attended with the Address of this House to his Majesty, 
and that thereupon his Grace was pleased to return the 
foHowing' answer: — 

** I shall, immediately transmit this dutiful and loyal 
Address to be laid before bis Majesty/' • 

Ordered to be entered on the Journals. 



English. — 1^ M^. 

Mr. Secretary Fox presented to the House, by his M^ 
jesty's command. 

Copy of the Message to the liouses of Lords and Com- 
mons in Ireland, from his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, 
delivered the 16th of April, 178S ; and also Copy of a 
Resolution of the House of Lords in Ireland, Mercuriif 
17 (He AprUist 178S ; and also Copy of a Resolution of 
the House of Conmions in Ireland, MartiSf lOPdieApriiisy 
1782 ; and the titles of 'the said copies were read. 

The said copies were as foUoweth, viz. 

Copy of the Message to the Houses of Lords and Com- 
mons in Ireland, from liis Grace the Lord Lieutenant ; 
delivered 16th April, 1762 : 



6S 

I bave it in command from his Maj«sl^ to inform tbii 
{louse, that hie JMsgesty being' concerned to find ^at 
discontents and jeslpnsies «re preiraSiug innoBg. bis loyal 
snb>}ec.ts!of tjiis country, nppn matters of ^reat weigig 
and importance, his Majesty recommends to this Hw(|9 
to take the same into their most serioiK c^siderstHHii in 
order to such a final adjustment as may give mutual 
satisfaction to his kingdoms of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 



Engw8H.^17/A May, 1782- 

Resolved, That this House will immediately fesolte 
itsetf itito a Committee of Ae whole House, to take into 
consideration his MajettyV most gmeions Message of the 
dth day of April last, rellllli^e t» the state of Ireknd» — 
Ordered, that the several papers which were presented to 
the Rouse by Mr. Secretary Fox upon the 1st day of this 
instant May, be refetred to the said Committee. Then 
tfae'^Hbus^ resetted Mi^ into Hie miA Commrrtee. 

Mr. Powys reported from the Committee, that they 
had come to several resolutions, which tbey had directed 
faim to report, when the House will please to receive the 
samb. 

. Ordered that the report be new received. 

Mr. Powyn Bcc<H^isigiy reperted fnm the amdConi^ 
mittee the resolutions whieb the ConMittee hsd dirscled 
him. to report to the Hoqse. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit^e, 
that an act made in the Qth year of the reign of king 
George the 1st, intituled, << An jI^ tor b€4|er seeurii^ 
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tlM tkibmniesKif of the Kingdom of Irdand apoB (ho 
CrowB ict Qreat Briteio,": oi^fht- ta he repedod* 
' Kefiolved, That it is the ot>iiiidti of this Gonfiftift^e, that 
it is indispensable iO the interests eiid happiness of both 
ktngdonis/thal AeooDnexion betit^^n thenv should be 
established by nrataat consent tifonamlid^per^nent 
udsisi ' * • 

' The said resolutions being severally read a second 
iime, were, upon the question several put thereupbti, 
figreed to by the House nem. con. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill for re- 
pealing an act, made in the 6th year of the reign of his 
late Majesty George 1st, intituled ^* An Act for the 
better securing the Dependency of the Kingdom of Ire- 
land upon the Crowu of Great Britain ;** . and that Mr. 
Secretary Fox, Mr. Thomas iPitt, Mr. Powys, and Lord 
John Cavendish, do prepare and bring in the isame. 

Rosolved> That an humble Address be prei^ented'to bia 
Idb^esty, that his Majesty will be gi;acioasly pleaf^ to 
take sQch measures as his Majesty^ in his royal wiscloiiiy 
ilhaH think most conducive to ^e ei^blisfaing, by mutual 
coDseuty the connexion between this kingdom and tho 
kingdom of Ireland, upon a solid and pennaaent ha«s. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to hio 
Majesty, by such members of this House as are of hi» 
Majesty's most honourable Privy Council. 



Irish.— 27/* May^ 1782. 

Mr. Speaker reported, that the House had attended 
his Grace, the |jord Lieutenant, in the House of Peers, 
where hii| Grace was pleased to make a speech to bot& 
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Htnues of PariiaBient; of wbidi Mr« Speaker bM, to pre-r 
vent mistakes, he had obtained a copy, which he read to 
the House ; and the same was afterwards read by the 
Clerk. at the Table; and is. as follows : — 
' My Lords and Gentlemen ;^It gives me the utmoslr 
satisfection, that the first time 1 have occaeaon to addresft 
you, I find myself enabled, by the magnanimity of the 
King, and the wisdom of the Parliament of Great Britain, 
to assure you, that immediate attention has been paid ti\ 
your representations; and that the British legislature 
have concurred in a resolution, to remove the causes of 
your discontents and jealousies, and are united in a de« 
sire to gratify every wish expressed in your late Address 
to the Throne. 

*^ If any thing could add to the pleasure I feel in giving 
you these assurances, it is, that I can accompany them 
with my congratulations on the important and decisive 
victory gained by the fleets of his Majesty, over those of 
our common enemy in the West Indies, and on the signal 
advantage obtained by his Majesty's arms in the island 
of Ceylon, and on the coast of Coromandel. By the 
papers which, in obedience to his Majesty's commands, 1 
have directed to be laid before you, you will receive the 
most convincing testimony of the cordial reception which 
your representations have met with from the legislature 
of Great Britain ; but his Majesty, whose first and most 
anxious wish is, to exercise his royal prerogative itt 
such a manner as may be most conducive to the welfare 
of all his faidiful subjects, has further given it me in 
command, to assure you of his gracious disposition to 
give his royal assent to Acts, to prevent the suppression 
of Bills in the Privy Council of this kingdom, and the 
alteration of them any where ; and to limit the duration 
oif the Ac^ for the better Regulation and Accommodation 



65 

»f his Miyasty's Forces in this kingdom to the term of lw» 
years. 

, ^* These benevolent intentions of his Majesty, and the 
willingness of his Pariiament of Great Britain, to second 
bis gracious purposesi are unaccompanied by any stipu- 
lation (NT condition whatever. The good faith, the generor 
sity, the honour of this Nation, afford them the surest 
pledge of a corresponding disposition, on your part, to 
promote and perpetuate the harmony, the stability, and 
the glory of the empire. On my own part,^ I entertain 
not the least doubt, but that the. same spirit which urged 
you to share the freedom of Great Britain, will confirm 
you in your, determination to share her fate also^ 
standing and falling with the British nation/' 

Ordered, That his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's speech 
be entered on the Journak of this House. 

.. A motion was made, that an humble Address be pre- 
sented to his Majesty, to assure his Majesty of our un- 
feigned affection to his royal person and government : 
That we feel most sensibly the attention which our re- 
presentations have received from the magnanimity of his 
Majesty, and the wisdom of the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain : To assure his Majesty, that we conceive the resolution 
for an unqualijiedf unconditionaly repeal of the 6th of 
George the First, to be a measure of consummate wisdom 
and justice, suitable to the dignity and eminence of both 
nations, exalting the character of both, and furnishing a 
perpetual pledge of mutual amity : To assure his Majesty, 
that we are sensibly affected by his virtuous determination 
to accede to the wishes of his faithful people, and to 
.exercise his royal prei^ogative in a manner most condu- 
cive to their wel&re ; and accordingly, we shall imme^ 
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diately prepare bills to carry into executibti the desired 
of his Majesty's people, and his own most benerolenC 
parpos6s : That, gratified in tliose particulars, we ^o as- 
sure his Majesty, that no constttutional question between 
the two nations will anjr longer exist, which can interrupt 
their harmony ; and that of Great Britain, asishe has ap« 
proved of our firmness, so she may rely on our affection : 
That we remember and do repeat our determination t0 
stand and fall with the British nation : TtM we perceii[i*e» 
with pleasure, the magnanimity of his Majesty, disclaim 
he little policy of making a bargain with his people, and 
feeling, with pride, the confidence he reposes in the good 
faith, generosity, and honour of the Irish nation, we an- 
swer with all humility, that bis Majesty entertains a just 
sense of our character, common interest, perpetual con- 
nexion. The recent comduot of Great Britain, a native 
affection to the British name and nalio^^ log«digr will^ 
the constitution which we have recovered, and the high 
reputation which we possess, must ever decide the wisties^ 
as well as the interest, of Ireland to perpetuate the har- 
mony, stability, and glory of the empire. Accordingly, 
we assure his Majesty, that we learn, with singular satis- 
faction^ the account of his brilliant successes in the Easit 
and West Indies, gratified at one and the same instant 
in our dearest wishes, the freedom of Ireland, and glory 
of Great Britain : TTiat we cannot omit expressing mK 
gratitude to his Majesty, for iippointing the BUk^ ttf 
Portland to the government of this kingtiom : That we are 
convinced his representations wtte faitliffil; vigorMS, 
and beneficial : we are acquainted with his character, and 
relying on his upright and frugal adminii^ratiott, mak^ 
no doubt thftl a free people, and uncomipt |)aifiament,ivill 
unite to give a constitu^nalchief governordecided support^: 
That We have presumed to lay fcefcre his Majesty ow 
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giejiuine swiiw^to on the <;hange of our «ituatioa; hk 
Majesty will receive thepi as the voluntary, unstipulated 
tribute of a free aqd grateful people. 



Ekglish. — I9th June^ 1782. 

Mr. Secretary Fox presented to the House, according 
to order, a Bill for repealing an act made iii the 6tb year 
of the reign of his late Majesty King George the 1st, 
intituled, ** An Act for the better securing the Dependency 
of the Kingdom of Ireland upon the Crown of Great Bri- 
tain/' The same was received and read the first time. 

Resolved, That the Bill be read a second time. 
Ordered, The Bill be read a second time. 

Ordered^ That the order of the day, for. the second 
leading of the Bill, for repealing an act, made in the 6th 
year of the reign of his late Majesty King George the 1st, 
intituled, " An Act for the better securing the Depen- 
dency of the Kingdom of Ireland upon the Crow;n of 
iSreat Britain," be now read- 
Read a second time. — Committed. 
Resolved, That the Bill be committed to a Committee 
of the whole House. 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow morning, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the whole House upon 
the said Bill. 



. English.— 14/A. Jw^e. 

An enprossed bill for repealing an act, made in the 
Mb year of his late Majesty King George the 1st, inti- 
tuled, «* An Act for the better securing the Dependency 
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of the Kingdom of Ireland upon the Crown of Gi'eat 
Britaioi" was read the third time. 

Resolved, nem.con. That the bill do pass; and that 
the title be. An act for repealing an act, made in the 6th 
year of the reign of his late Majesty King George the 
Isty intituled, <^ An Act for the better securing the De- 
pendency of the Kingdom of Ireland upon the Crown of 
Great Britain." 

Ordered, That Mr. Secretary Fox do carry the Bill to 
the Lords, .and desire their concurrence. 



English. — \%th June. 

A message from the Lords, by Mr. Montague and Mr# 
Leeds. 

Mr. Speaker; — The Lords have passed a bill, intituled, 
<' An Act to repeal an Act, made in the 6th year of the 
reign of his late Majesty King George the 1st, intituled, 
< An Act for the better securing the Dependency of the 
' Kingdom of Ireland upon the Crown of Great Britain,'" 
to which the Lords desire the concurrence of this House ; 
and then the messengers withdrew. 



English. — iOth June. 

Ordered, That the order of the day for the third read- 
ing of the engrossed bill from the Lords, intituled, &c. &c. 

Said order being xead accordingly, said Bill was read 
the third time. 

Resolved the Bill do pass. 

Ordered, That Mr. Orde do carry the Bill to the Lords, 
and acquaint them, that this House hath agreed to the 
same without any amendment. 
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English. — 97th June. 

A message by Sir Francis M olyneux» Usher of the Black 
Rod: 

Mr, Speaker; — The Lords, authorized by virtue of his 
Majesty's commission, for declaring his royal assent to 
^ an act agreed upon -by both Houses, do desire the imme- 
diate attendance of this honourable House in the House 
of Peers, to hear the commission read. Accordingly 
Mr. Speaker, with the House, went up to the House of 
Peers ; and being returned, 

Mr. Speaker reported, that the House, at the desire of 
ihe Lords, authorized by virtue of his Majesty's commis- 
sion afore-mentioned, had been at the House of Peers, 
where a commission under the Great Seal was read, 
giving, declaring, and notifying the royal as&ient to a 
public bill therein-mentioned; and also empowering the 
Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lord High Chancellor 
of Great Britain, the Lord President of the Council, the 
Lord Privy Seal, and several other Lords, to declare and 
notify the royal assent to the said Bill ; and that the Lord 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Lord High Chan- 
cellor of Great Britain, and the Lord Ashburton, named 
also in the commission, did accordingly declare and notify 
the royal assent to the said Bill, which Bill is as fol- 
loweth, viz. «« An Act to repeal an act, made in the 6th 
year of the reign of his late Majesty King George the 
Ist, intituled, * An Act for the better securing the De- 
^ pendency of the KJngdom of Ireland upon the Crown 
' of Great Britain/ " And all the parts therein contained. 



THE END. 
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